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Chapter 983 Newsletter 
April 2008 

 
PO Box 5191 Granbury, TX. 76049 

Visit us at: www.eaa983.org 

Chapter 983 meets every second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hangar. N.E. corner of the runway 

MARCH CHAPTER MEETING   
 
Don Christiansen added to our education not 
only about mountain flying, but also about 
healthy life choices.  As a Kansas farm boy, he 
was captivated by the Cub that flew pipeline 
patrol over the farm.  Seemed like a lot more 
fun than the tractor.  Don was one of the early 
RV-4 builders in the country, and now flies a 
beautiful RV-8.  He is a tech counselor for 
Chapter 168 in Dallas, and is known as the 
guy that will tell you the truth no matter how 
much it hurts - to keep you alive! 

 
Don got into mountain flying during his trips to the Northwest for 
Van’s Homecoming.  Those back-country grass strips, it turns out, 
were originally created for places to offload fire fighters, but now are 
available for the public to enjoy - with care!  A slide show presented 
views of beautiful mountain areas seen only by the adventurous.   
 
He drew on his aviation experience as well as many years as a 
physician to pepper us with pearls of wisdom.  Here are a few:   
�  Your blood vessels have eddies just like mountain peaks - take a 
baby aspirin each day to keep the crud from settling out.   

�  Get a will.  �  Fly the drainage. �  Camp in the forest; it’s 15 degrees cooler. �  Go to REI for light 
camping gear. �  Take MREs for food. �  Dress in layers. �  Silk long johns are best. �  Get a sur-
vival vest at Wal-Mart and WEAR IT. �  Use a whistle if lost - shouting makes you hoarse quickly.  
�  Fly in the morning to minimize the turbulence and density altitude problems. �  Get some instruc-
tion prior to flying into these backcountry strips. �  Buy the book “Fly Idaho”  �  DO NOT fill out your 
medical on the FAA website.  Use the AOPA website.  The FAA version CANNOT be changed.   
�  King training tapes are good.  That’s all.  My hand cramped here.  Thanks Don. 

Business Meeting 
VP John McComas would like program suggestions for the later part of the year.  Debbie reports 86 
new members, and your badges are in.  Doug  Crumrine updated Fly-In plans.  Stearman and 
Lifestar rides will be raffled off.  Marcia Walker agreed to coordinate the Fly-Market !  Orchard Devel-
opment will sponsor and man the Bounce House and have a table there.  Karen Tucker passed out 
certificates to those who flew at least 10 Young Eagles in 2007: Agster-12, Angel-12, Bales-15, Keyt-
12, Lewis-12, Stoessel-15, Steen-12, Tucker-22. Applications for Air Academy should be in already. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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CHAPTER FLY-IN 
MAY 10, 2008 09:30-16:00 

(Some assembly required.) 

Aviation Day, March 15 at the Pecan Activities Cent er 



3 Point – To – Point Wiring 
by Professor Eustis P. Dimdle AGI, PHD, ASPCA 

 
I have spent many years teaching, designing and advising builders 
in the techniques of aircraft wiring. During those years I have wit-
nessed countless ways of accomplishing the same task. Do you 
choose the path of least work, least cost or that which requires the 
least number of Adel clamps?  
 
In this article I will discuss instrument panel wiring and its many 
opportunities for subtle and elegant solutions to installation chal-
lenges. Some of the questions to be answered are: What color wire 
to use? Do I use ring terminals or just wrap the wire around the 
screw? Are fuse and circuit breakers really necessary? What’s 
wrong with twisted wire and black tape? Many questions to answer 
and so few people unafraid to tell you the truth. 
 
Let’s begin with an understanding of how electricity works. The ba-
sic element in the world of electricity is the Electron. In a standard 12 volt battery there are 120 electrons and they oper-
ate each of the electric items in your aircraft. Each item in your system requires two electrons to operate, one to pull (AC) 
and the other to push (DC).  When those two electrons get tired, they die and are replaced from the battery.  Eventually 
the battery needs to be replenished and that’s where the alternator comes in. It creates alternate lifestyle electrons (AC / 
DC) and deposits them in the battery to be used later. AC/DC pairs are unable to produce their own offspring pairs. A 60 
ampere/hour alternator creates 60 electron pairs an hour, just right for a 12v battery requiring 120 electrons.  
 

Now that you understand electricity, let’s discuss how to get those elec-
trons to the items to be powered. It’s been fashionable in recent years to 
wire aircraft with neatly tied and precisely routed wire bundles. Each bun-
dle is normally hidden behind the panel and frequently identified with color 
coding or wiring diagrams to be used for later reference. 
 
Wasteful and unnecessary as far as I’m concerned. The great electrician 
of our time, William Eslick, coined the term “Point-to-Point” wiring (PtP) to 
describe the technique of running a wire directly from the power source to 
the item being powered. This requires wires to be routed over and under 
engine cables, support brackets, hydraulic lines and many other wires. To 
the uninitiated this may appear disorganized and confusing but it is quite 
the contrary. Look at the pictures accompanying this article. These are 
examples of what a carefully constructed wiring design in the PtP format 

looks like. After some study you can see that access to each individual wire is available from origin to terminus. It also 
becomes very obvious that in avoiding unneeded routing, less wire is used resulting in less cost and weight. Conversely, 
when installing a new item there is frequently more wire than is necessary. Instead of trimming to fit simply coil up the 
excess and attach it to a nearby … well, …anything. 
 
Another benefit of PtP is that wires are not tied up tightly against each 
other. This is good because I feel that fuses and circuit breakers are over-
rated. If you have a short or extremely high current flow, the wire simply 
melts away and that serves the same purpose. 
 
You can see in the photos that I prefer white wire but blue and green work 
well too. I don’t use red because that’s my ex-wife’s favorite color. 
One of the accompanying pictures shows a crimped coupling. It’s accept-
able to use this type of connector when black electricians tape is not avail-
able to wrap the twisted pair of wires but again the expense involved is 
considerable. Also, don’t worry about using the type of plastic covered con-
nectors that emit toxic gasses when burned. If they’re burning, you’re burn-
ing; who cares if it smells bad? 
 
I hope this short look “Behind the looking glass” of aircraft electrical wiring has been helpful and informative. There are 
so many choices to be made and it is not everyday that you can get the straight story and good advice from someone 
who has lots of degrees like me. If you’d like to learn more about my “individual” take on Electricity look for my recent 
book entitled: “Voltage and Current and Amperes, Ohm My !”   Thank you for your attention and good luck. 
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It takes only two things to be an expert:  gray hair and hemorrhoids.  The gray hair makes you look 
distinguished.  The hemorrhoids make you look concerned.    Ben Visser 

Project Updates : 
 

 Ray Naspany’ s RV-8 passed inspection!  He is advertising for a Sumo wrestler to sit in back 
so the C.G. will work out. 
 Don Doubleday’ s Thorp T-18 is “90%” done.  That’s what they all say. 
 Nick Easterling ’s “Spitfire” RV-8 at Bourland Field will be ready in 3 weeks with Don Saint’s 
help.  Check the photos on the next page and see if you agree. 
 
John McComas continued with his “get to know your chapter member” campaign.  Today we heard 
from Bill Orcutt and Mack Angel: 
 
Bill Orcutt retired in 1995 from the USAF at Sheppard AFB in Wichita Falls.  He flew F-4s in the 
70’s, and the SR-71 for 6 years in the 80’s.  He stumbled into the FBO business at Sheppard, ran into 
a friend that had an RV-4, and has since built 3 RVs! 
 
Mack Angel was an Army brat, Aviation Cadet and flew the F-100 for the USAF in Germany for 4 
years.  His combat experience was in the F-105, he was an IP in Kansas, flew as a Thunderbird in 
the F-100 and F-4, and retired in 1978 in F-4s at Homestead.  He was a demo pilot for Cessna and 
retired as a corporate pilot in Dallas.  He doesn’t have an experimental plane, but says he WANTS 
one.  I guess his Bonanza is lonely? 
 

NEXT MEETING IS APRIL 19 DUE TO SUN’N’FUN 

CHAPTER PROJECTS 
 
Steve & Barb Wilson   Temco Swift (GC-1B), 1948  
Dick Keyt     Polen Special and a Thorp T-18 
Don Saint     Kitfox Super Sport  
Sid Tucker     DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth”.  
Dwight Hill     Murphy Rebel  
Mike Babin     Texas Sport  
Greg Walker     RV-8A   
Dave & Wendy Moore   RV-10 
Rick and Monica Richardson  RV-7A  
Ron Schuster    1986 Bushby Mustang II  
Damon Berry     1939 T-Craft  
Ray Naspany    RV-8 
Sam Butler     RV-10 
Charles Williams    GB-4 
 
(Send additions and corrections to webguy@eaa983.org) 
 

(Continued from pg 1) 



Light Chop  
(things that go “bump” your brain) 
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Remember this?  I was a little disappointed that NO ONE ventured a 
guess.  Maybe it was too hard?  Hey, I found it in a C-150! 
 
Here is the big picture cheat: http://tinyurl.com/3bwmns   
 
A lawsuit was reportedly filed in federal court recently claiming defa-
mation of character by a charlatan.  Bill Eslick asks that you read page 
3 and decide for yourself if he has a case. 

SPITFIRE RV-8 
 
Nick Easterling was the guest of Don Saint at our March meeting.  Vague reference was made to his 
“Spitfire” RV-8 that was being finished at a secret shelter near Bourland Field.  One day as Don tried 
to quietly slip over there in his Glasair, I put my rotary engine in stealth mode and followed him to 
see what clandestine operations were being undertaken. 
 
I was able to surprise them in an unmarked hangar, well 
away from prying flying eyes.  Sure enough, Nick has the 
foundation of a true Spitfire in his hands.  It all started to 
come into focus when I looked into his almost finished 
(hah!) cockpit, and he suddenly said “DON’T TOUCH THE 
SPITFIRE SWITCH!”  It is said to touch off almost a 1000 
HP boost in the standard looking engine.  He has it inno-
cently labeled “Nav Lights” so as not to draw attention to it. 
 
OK.  Turns out that it is, in fact from a Spitfire.  The original 
owner of the kit had obtained this switch from a relative of 
his.  This RV-8 kit started out in Florida, was moved to Edmonton, where Nick took possession, and 
eventually moved to Bourland Field for completion.  Nick still lives in Florida, is a retired AA 777 
type, and has a really nice house for sale there, if you are interested. 
 
He told us at the meeting that it would be ready in 3 weeks.  What do you think?? 
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President Dana Segler Prez@eaa983.org (817) 279-0808 

Vice President John McComas vprez@eaa983.org (817) 736-0320 

Secretary/Treasurer Debbie Dewey secretary@eaa983.org (817) 573-4108 

Tech Counselors Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org (817) 279-7590 

 Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org (817) 579-0737 

 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org (817) 579-8765 

 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org (817) 573-1669 

Flight Advisors Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org (817) 579-0941 

 Dave Christman flight2@eaa983.org (817) 279-9899  

 Steve Wilson flight3@eaa983.org (817) 279-1379  

Newsletter/ Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org (817) 579-5593 

Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker photos@eaa983.org (817) 578-3369 

Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org (817) 279-9237 

Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org (817) 279-7420 

Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org (817) 573-7768 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 

Apr 19 Chapter Meeting - GAMI Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Apr 8-14 Sun-N-Fun  Fly-In Lakeland, FL 

Apr 26  Pancake Breakfast Granbury Apt.,     TX (KGDJ) 

May 10 Chapter Fly-In  09:30-16:00 Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

May 24 Pancake Breakfast Granbury Apt.,     TX (KGDJ) 

 

 

Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor . IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 817 326-6293. sa-
ber@itexas.net 

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $48.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for both wear protection and 
corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-
7590 flykeyts@charter.net 

1944 PT-19. 1070TT, 325 SMOH, Electrical system, starter, Garmin GNC 300, GPS/COM. Mode C, Canopy for all-weather flying, Ceco-
nite 101 in 1991, All logbooks and support equipment. Flies like a Cub! $69K Tom 817 579-1850 

For Sale F.8L Falco TTAF 230; SMOH 230. Italian design – looks great, flys fast, based 0TX1. Plans built excellent construction. IO-320 
Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr, cruise @ 155 kt, aerobatic design loads. $85,000. Contact Roy Henderson @ 206.399.6980 or ifraviator@aol.com. 

1/4 Share 1979 Cessna 172N.    Annual completed in November 2007.  Based at Pecan.  $10,000.00 or reasonable offer.  Mike Bradley 
817-279-9359 
 
1990 Campbell Super Cub, 1/2 interest for sale.   160 HP TTSN 1064, TTSM 137, full electric, transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav 
and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a replica of a PA-18.  1750 
Gross Weight.  Hangared at 0TX1. $26,000.  Joe Sasser at 817-579-0903 or Bill Bohlke at 800-653-9177 

Champion spark plugs.  RHM 38E, RHM 40E, M41E, AC HSR 88. New $10 ea. Barely used RHB 37E, RHM 38P and M41N free to 
good homes. Champion oil filters.  CH 48109 & CH 48103. $8 ea. A/C Delco engine hoist w/ 
load leveler.  New $270. now $100. Craftsman work bench.  21”x48” galvanized work surface. 
4 drawer w/cabinet. Like new. $100.  Sheet metal brake 48”  $75. Wide variety of AN, NAS, 
MS hardware. Screws, washers, bolts, Adel clamps. ½ Spruce price. Contact Damon at               
famber@charter.net  or 817 573-3444  

CLASSIFIEDS 


