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NEXT PROGRAM IS: 
 

A PRESENTATION BY BEARHAWK AIRCRAFT ON THEIR BEARHAWK KIT-
PLANE, AN AIRCRAFT MUCH LIKE A MAULE OR SUPER CUB WITH A 1200-

POUND USEFUL LOAD AND A 500 FOOT TAKEOFF ROLL! 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13 AT HOUSEMAN’S HANGER 

 
ED BANDY TELLS ABOUT THE THORP T-211 

 
Ed Bandy of IndUS Aviation in Dallas made a presentation on the company’s 
Thorp T-211 at the July Chapter meeting.  The T-211 had visited the Chapter at 
the Spring Fly-in and drew a lot of interest. 
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ED BANDY DESCRIBES THE THORP T-211 

IndUS Aviation is located at Dallas Executive (Redbird) Airport and the company 
does some fabrication and all of the final assembly of the T-211 at that location.  
Bandy said Taneja Aerospace and Aviation, Limited, manufacturer of the six-seat, 
twin-engined, Partenavia-based P68C and other aircraft does the major portion of 
the T-211 fabrication in India. 
 
The T-211 design is by no means new.  As one can guess the name Thorp comes 
from famous aircraft designer John Thorp and the 211 began as a John Thorp 
design in the mid-1940’s.  The design evolved and eventually resulted in the Piper 
Cherokee.  The basic design, called the Sky Skooter by Piper, continued to evolve 
and was intended to compete with the Cessna 150.  In 1963 the Sky Skooter, 

designated as 
the T-211, was 
given a Type 
Certificate.  It is 
interesting to 
note that the 
211’s stabilator 
was adopted 
on other Piper 
models.  For 
some reason, 
Piper decided 
to develop the 
Tomahawk as 
competition for 
the C-150 and 
let the 211 sit 
idle. 

 
The present 
design is 

available with two different engine options, which have different names and model 
designations.  The Model T-11 Sky Skooter is equipped with the 85 HP four 
cylinder Australian Jabiru 2200 engine while the Model T-211 Thorpedo has the 
120 HP six cylinder Jabiru.  Both of the two-place models are LSA qualified and 
hold 21 gallons of fuel.  The top speed and climb performance is significantly 
better with the large engine.  Those are 132 MPH and 1020 FPM.  Range suffers 
somewhat with the six cylinder coming in at 375 SM. 
 
Presently, the airplanes are only available in the completed form.  As production 
levels off, the company will probably offer the planes in one or more kit packages. 
 
IndUS Aviation has a well-designed website (www.indusav.com) that offers a lot 
more information on these planes. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

SPOT LANDING CONTEST WINNERS DON SAINT 
AND ED BANDY 

BANDY AND SAINT WIN SPOT LANDING 
CONTEST 

 
Well its been awhile since the Spring Fly-in and the awards for the Spot Landing 
Contest were finally awarded 
to the winning participants at 
the July Chapter Meeting.  
The judges actually knew the 
winners names in June, but 
since the June meeting was 
off site and the first place 
winner was scheduled to 
present our July program, it 
was decided to present the 
awards in July.  If you read 
the previous article, you know 
that the first place winner was 
Ed Bandy in the T-211 
Thorpedo.  Seems like 
“dejavu” for second place as 
the winner was Don Saint in 
his speedy Glasair. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

Message from the Chapter President 
 
Chapter 983 Tool Guru Gary Bricker has acquired three new tools for use by 
chapter members.  One is an electrical terminal crimping tool for large wires.  The 
tool will crimp connectors on wires ranging from 4 AWG up to 000 AWG.  This will 
cover virtually all battery cables on homebuilt and light commercial aircraft.  To go 
along with this, he has an electrical wire-cutting tool for large cables. The other 
tool is also a crimping tool.  It is used for swaging Nicopress and other sleeves 
onto aircraft control cables.   The Chapter has quite a few tools for loan to 
members.  For a list of Chapter tools and tools that members are willing to loan, 
see the Chapter Website under “Tools”. 
 
The Chapter has agreed to help John Holt with his September Granbury Airport 
Pancake Breakfast on September 24.  We will pass a signup sheet around at our 
September Chapter meeting. 
 
We plan to have a report from our Air Academy attendee, David Raffa at our 
August meeting.  It will be interesting to hear David’s perspective on Air Academy 
and the limited exposure that the attendees get at Airventure-Oshkosh. 
 
Well. due to unforeseen circumstances our game plan fell apart for our 
succession of Fly-in Leaders from Fly-in to Fly-in.  At presstime, we are in need of 
a leader for this fall’s Fly-in.  There are plenty of qualified members who can do 



this, so I hope someone will step up for this task.  I have a volunteer for the 
assistant leaders position, but no one yet for the leaders position.  This position is 
essential for us to go forward with the Fly-in. 
 
We will also need a full slate of Chapter Officers by October such that we can 
have our elections in November.  The by-laws require us to publish the names of 
all candidates prior to elections.  So far I am not getting a lot of response in this 
area either.  EAA National requires each chapter to have a President, a Vice-
President and a Secretary-Treasurer and to publish a monthly newsletter to 
maintain the chapters Charter.  If we don’t come up with these we lose our 
Charter.  Any help here will be appreciated. 
 
Hope to see you at the August meeting. 
 

FOR SALE or TRADE 
 
Hanger Heater – New in Box, Reznor 125,000 Btu/hr Gas Heater. Orifices for Natural Gas but easily 
converted to Propane.  115 Volt Blower.  Priced at $350. Contact Bill Downey at 817-579-1234 
 
Small Sailboat –  Grumman “Teenee” aluminum 9 Ft. Sail Boat and trailer.  Includes sails and 1.2 HP 
engine-$950 OBO, Contact Jean Houseman at 817-579-1913 
 
¼ Interest – 1979 C172N (N3135E), 3400TT, 1450+ 180HP Penn Yan Engine, Dual Radios, ADF, Mode C 
Transponder, Lowrance Airmap 500 Yoke Mount GPS, Intercom.  $11,500.00. 
Contact Mike Bradley, 817-279-9359, p_bradley@charter.net. 
 
Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $48.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings 
for both wear protection and corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen 
educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-7590 flykeyts@charter.net  
 
Fisher Avenger project All wood low-wing. Cute, honest design. Can be built in ultralight cat. Complete kit. 
Fuse boxed. Ribs completed. Some feathers completed. Name your price - no offer refused. Come & Get it. 
Call Rich Chiappe w 817-573-2250 or h 817-579-1641. 
 
Cleaning out Dads shop: Craftsman 16 gal. Shop Vac w/all attachments. Used once. $95. Damon Berry 
578-3358 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 
 

President:   Dick Jones  esnj@granbury.com  817-573-0818 

Vice Pres.   Dave Christman  dchris1111@charter.net 817-279-9899 

Secretary:   Bill Steppling  bdstep@charter.net  817-573-2280 

Treasurer:   Steve Wilson  stephenwilson@charter.net 817-279-1379        

Newsletter (Interim):  Dick Jones  esnj@granbury.com  817-573-0818 

Website:     Bill Eslick   n268bl@charter.net  817-579-5593 

Young Eagles   Barb Wilson  barbwilson@aol.com 817-279-1379 

Tech Counselors:    Jerry Althouse  althouse@itexas.net 817-579-0737 
    Martin Sutter  hmsutter@ev1.net  817-279-1275 
                               Ken Morgan  kmorgan@granbury.com 817-578-3646 
             Dick Keyt   flykeyts@charter.net 817-279-7590 

Tools:    Gary Bricker  gbricker@charter.net 817-279-7420 

Flight Advisors:   Don Saint   saint@hcnews.com  817-579-0941 

Advertising:    Ed Brown   rubyned@charter.net 817-573-7768 

Librarian/Historian/Photos:   Marcia Walker  rewalkerftw@charter.net 817-578-3369 


