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Chapter 983 meets every second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hangar. N.E. corner of the runway 

Some of the 
Brazos bunch at 
Gary Greens place, 
waiting for the fog 
to lift for the flight 
to the Greatest 
Show on Earth.      

Gary Green, Dave and Wendy Moore, Maxine Green, 
Dave Christman, Donna Berry and Donna Christman. 

Past President Don Saint explains how skill and 
daring won the Sport FX class for him at this 
years Venture Cup. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls let me direct your attention to the center ring. 
Feats of skill and bravery, displays of determination and fortitude, nerves of steel 

and minds of magnificence. Welcome to: The Greatest Show on Earth!” 
OSH KOSH 2007 



 

 

2 

2 

August Program: Dr. David Coates, Piper J-3 Restoration and a unique RV interior. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
With my apologies. 
 
Debbie Dewey sent this note in a couple of months ago and It should have been in last months newsletter. That would have given our 
Osh Kosh attendees time to plan a stop at the Memorial Wall during their visit. Here’s her invitation although pitiably late. Hopefully 
next year we will remember and visit this tribute to John and the others like him.  

 
"For those going to Oshkosh, there’s a nice place away from the crowds and spending money.  It’s the 
Memorial Wall located behind the Ferguson Chapel near the museum.  John Dewey©s name was inducted in 
2003 and includes our chapter 983 Granbury TX.  Stop by and get some quiet and visit John.  For those of you 
that have previously stopped by and gave some good thoughts to John - thank you.  It’s an interesting stop, a 
very diverse group of people on the wall, all with aviation being a big part of their lives. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

More OSH… 
 
In the June issue of the newsletter I referred to Tom and 

Bonnie Lewis as “The Flying Lewis’” mostly tongue in cheek 
because they had already flown about 50 hours in their two month 
old RV 7A. They had a busy summer planned for the new airplane 
and they wanted all the bugs worked out so they set up an ambitious 
program directed towards getting at least 100 hrs. on it before the 
big summer trips. At the time of this picture the bird has in excess of 
120 hrs. in about four months. It’s no longer tongue in cheek; the 
Title is now official and undisputed. They have to be the flyingest 
pair in all of Oz. Pictured here enjoying that staple of Osh Kosh 
delights, soft serve ice cream; they were describing their plans for 
the remainder of the summer. They had already been at Osh Kosh 
since the previous week and were leaving on Wednesday for the 
Northwest. There they were going to meet up with the Sutters, 

Scanlons, Deans, Seidschlags and McComas’ for a two week trip through Alaska. This is the same trip that Joe and 
Connie Sasser took a couple of years ago. Wait, they’re not done yet. When they return from Alaska they are going 
with Claudia and Martin to the San Juan Islands to stay there for a while and visit the neighboring fly-in locations. 
Then back home, maybe.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Unlikely OSH… 
Take everything in this article with the caveat; do not try this at 
home! 
Dick and Debbie Keyt’s plans to have the Polen Special at the 
2007 Venture Cup Race just couldn’t happen. A week before the 
race the airplane had no gear, engine or wings. A number of their 
friends had put in days of labor helping in the push but it was 
impossible. Three days to go and it was on its gear but still no 
engine or prop or wings installed. Saturday morning dawned and 
she still hadn’t flown and with a Sunday morning race launch in 
Dayton, Ohio it was a gallant but failed effort. However, a flight that 
evening, a few malfunctions ironed out and a fog launch the next 
morning got Dick to Dayton shortly after the other racers had left, 
allowing him to compete, run 260 MPH and win the Formula RG 
Blue class again.   
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Family OSH… 
 

 
Every time Larry Henney races his Lancair 360 he has a trained 
and competent co-pilot aboard to help him. It’s not a glamorous 
job and is filled with discomfort. Part of the pre-race trim is closing 
up sources of air that could translate into drag. Both air going into 
and out of the airframe. This means no cooling air coming into the 
cabin. At 1000’ AGL, banging around in turbulence with OAT’s in 
the 90’s can make for a very uncomfortable ride. Larry’s co-pilots 
are always selected from his and Kim’s children, Tiffany, Daniel, 
David and this year’s participant, Nicholas.  
At this Venture Cup the family Lancair had it best showing ever, 
posting a real increase in speed of 12 MPH over their last event. In 
the racing world, that much of an improvement is huge and in the 
Tour de France the other entrants would call for an immediate 
doping test. The truth; Larry’s been working diligently on it for 

months and those engine and airframe improvements paid off. A best ever 258 MPH, good enough for 2nd place 
in the Formula RG class behind Dick Keyt. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      First OSH… 
 
 

Dave and Donna Christman receive a welcome home from 
Grandson Conner after the first trip for both them and their 
new RV 8 into the arrival maelstrom of Osh Kosh on Sunday. 
They have been to OSH several times before but it’s always a 
special day when you make that first trip down the tracks from 
Ripon. The Cherokee that came in right over the top of them at 
Fisk brought home the challenges and need for intense 
vigilance when making the run down what is probably the 
busiest and most congested ten miles in the world. 
They were thrilled with the performance and comfort of the 
new airplane on what was their first long trip. Dave did say that 
it was strange going to Osh Kosh and not having a shopping 
list of things to buy for the project. 

 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Revenge OSH… 
 
 
 

Don Saint, whose picture appears on the front page, entered the Venture Cup 
this year intending to respond to a challenge. To do so he had to enter a class 
which put his IO-360 powered Glasair in competition with IO-540 powered 
Ventures and F-1 Rockets. The result was a victory which may have even been 
sweeter than winning his class a few years ago against the Hammer brothers. 
Don entered the Sport FX Class and won it with a speed of 240 MPH. Congrats 
Don, we’d expect no less from a guy with two Migs.   
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World record for most a/c in a formation loop and roll: 22 Red Arrows at Farnborough. 1958 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dyess Big Country Airfest 
For several years now there has been a terrific Fly-In/Airshow/Car Show at the Abilene airport, August 17-19. Located 
at the Abilene Regional airport (ABI) it has a small town feel but like the successful SWRFI it has been increasing in size 
and scope. 
This year, Dyess AFB has combined its military Open house with the Big Country show. It should be a great 
collaboration with static displays and fly-by’s to augment the Airshow. The car show, which is held on the airport 
property, is an interesting diversion from a day full of airplanes. To top this off, it’s all free. 
Flying in is as easy as can be. Half of the airport is given over to the Fly-In activities and the folks in the control tower 
are helpful and understanding of our rustiness when it comes to dealing with controlled airports. 
Don’t miss it. Check the website: www.bigcountryairfest.org . See you there. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meet a Member: Bill Rose 
 
Two of the nicest people I’ve ever met are Bill and Loraine 
Rose, long time members, parents of two sons and life time 
Texans.  
I went to their home to get what I expected to be the flying 
story of Bills life but what I enjoyed the most was Loraine’s 
story of her trip to Okinawa in the 50’s on the troopship “Billy 
Mitchell”.  
Bill joined the Navy in 1951 and was sent to a civilian school 
(California Aeronautical school of Technology) to be trained in 
aircraft maintenance, a field he remained in for 24 years. A few 
years later, the Navy being the Navy, he was sent off to 
Okinawa and for 5 months Loraine was alone raising their 
young son. “Enough of that!” she said and off they go to join 
him. The Navy had just dragged the “Billy Mitchell” out of 
mothballs and that was what they were offered as 
transportation. The first night out everyone, including other 

families were at dinner where spirits were high and conversation was brisk. Loraine knew something was amiss when 
she saw a three inch high rail around the edge of the mess table. After a rough and tumble first night, the attendance at 
breakfast was noticeably thinner. She was proud to say they didn’t miss a meal for the whole trip. She was the only one 
who could take care of their son and she just flat wouldn’t allow herself to be sick! Shortly thereafter the “Billy Mitchell” 
was returned to mothballs. 
During Bill’s military career he worked on and flew in a number of Navy aircraft. He was a C-54 Flight Engineer as well 
as an examiner. His flying career began in 1959 in a J-3 and continued through commercial and instrument in his later 
years while working at Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque. While in New Mexico he worked in the Airborne Naval Weapons 
Evaluation Facility and was there for the evaluation and introduction of the F-14 Tomcat in 1973. It doesn’t escape Bill 
that he’s also seen the retirement of the F-14. 
Bill tried his hand at professional aviation, working as a charter pilot but he quickly discovered that the phone calls and 
waiting of that life didn’t suit him. Airlines were cutting back on both pilots and mechanics so that avenue was closed. 
Perhaps a fortuitous turn of events. He found himself managing plant maintenance for a large corporation in Dallas and 
did that for 5 years when an old boss invited him to join him as a machine tools engineer working on and setting up 
large industrial machines. Eventually he saw a need and Bill and his second son, an electrical engineer, started a 
machine tools service business. Retrofitting, repairing and doing warranty work on some of the biggest machines in the 
world. It was fascinating that it was more economical at times for companies to ship these huge machines to Bill to work 
on. Other times he would travel worldwide to them. Retirement brought the two of them to Pecan and they’ve carved out 
a home here.  
Bills list of owned a/c include a J-5, Aeronca Chief, Cherokee 140, two Bonanza’s and his current RV-8. 
Oh, that baby that traveled with Loraine on the “Billy”? He retired from the military too. The Air Force, no more boats for 
him! 



 

 

5 

5 

Tech Ops 

Notices to Airmen 

HUH? 
 
From the Ft. Worth FAAST publication, Nuts and Bolts. (Steve Wilson sent 

this to me and asked that we not kill the messenger) 
 
“Question: Do Airworthiness Directives apply to engines or propellers installed on experimental amateur built aircraft? 
Answer: Yes 
This has been a controversial subject for years. People assume that because part 43 does not apply to experimental 
aircraft that AD’s are not applicable. Wrong, it starts in 14 CFR part 91.403(a) which says in part, the owner or operator 
must maintain the aircraft in an airworthy condition including compliance with part 39. Then we go to, 14 CFR part 39 
where the whole subject of AD’s is covered, and there is no relief given in the rule for experimentally certificated aircraft. 
This is also covered in AC 39-7C in paragraph 8. If they had intended to give relief to type certificated products installed 
on experimental aircraft it would have stated that in the regulation. The 14 CFR part 39 rule says in part, that when an 
unsafe condition exists in a product and is likely to exist in other similar products, an AD is issued. It’s all about safety to 
the flying public. If the FAA knows there is a safety issue with a product, it is their job by law to require people that use 
that product to do something to correct or mitigate the unsafe condition. Big Brother has no control over where that 
product is used. That’s why if that unsafe product has an applicable AD note, and it ends up on an experimental aircraft, in 
the interest of safety to the public the AD must be complied with. 
If you read FAR part 39 again, with an open mind this time, you will notice that there are no words like ”except for 
products installed on aircraft that have been issued an experimental airworthiness certificate”, or any other language that 
gives relief from an applicable airworthiness directive. This is not an area that has received much attention from 
the FAA Inspector staff, but we expect it may make it to the front lines with the influx of light sport aircraft 
many of which have type certificated products installed.” 
 
Ed. note: I thought all this had been settled years ago! Once again, regional interpretations are a plague. 
You can take your cam to the local hot rod shop for modification, use electronic ignition that has never seen the scrutiny of 
any certification process, use pistons from a Chevrolet Corvette or the whole damn engine from an junk yard wreck but 
the FAA is determined to make us comply with an AD process that many times has been shown to be a knee jerk reaction 
to isolated incidents where their fix has been more dangerous than the original problem. It’s not about whether or not 
complying with an AD is the safest thing to do, it’s about dragging us back into the quagmire of logs, documentation, 
paperwork, inspection, etc. 
They use phrases like “in the interest of safety to the public” and “it’s all about safety”.  BULL! It’s about empire building 
and fear among anyone in the FAA that they may have to explain what they were thinking. 
If you are not too concerned about this article because you have that oil pump AD taken care of on your engine, well think 
about this: 
The regulation they hang this whole premise upon is 14 CFR part 91.403(a). Go get your FAR’s and read the next line 
down, 14 CFR 91.403(b). “No person may perform maintenance, preventative maintenance, or alterations on an aircraft 
other than is prescribed in this subpart and other applicable regulations, including Part 43 of this chapter.” 
I spoke with a Ft. Worth FSDO maintenance inspector three years ago and the sentence you just read reflected perfectly 
his take on us working on our airplanes. Other than oil changes and minor maintenance, we can’t! He’s probably the 
senior inspector by now. Now go back and re-read the line highlighted in the article. 
If you enjoy working on your airplane, trying new things, just experimenting in general, these guys ought to scare the hell 
out of you! 

  
 
 

·  If you are interested in bi-weekly news items regarding General and Business aviation, sign up for the free on-
line service from AVweb at www.AVweb.com/register  . 

·  AVweb also has a video of the week. Usually on YouTube. This week’s video is a mid-air between a Rans and 
a glider tow cable and the Rans’ ballistic parachute deployment. Search Youtube for RemosG3. 

·  You may notice that the ad for the Henny boys lawn service is missing from the classifieds. Like last year, they 
have been overwhelmed by the response from all of you and are up to their eyeballs in grass clippings. They 
provide a professional service and it’s shown in their return customers. They say thanks. 

·  The search is on for new Chapter Officers including Newsletter editor to take office in January. Chapter 
membership is a right but also carries responsibility. The Chapter needs everyone to share the load. If you 
haven’t held a leadership role yet, stand up and volunteer. It’s the only way this works. 
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Hangar Home  I am a V-35B Bonanza, and I am lonely.  I sleep in a 50x50 hangar with more than enough 

room for another bird.  I am towed around with a power tow-bar that will accommodate Bonanza/Cessna nose wheels.  
If you want to get out of the rain, (hail?) give my owner  (Read, slave) a call.  Gene Keyt; 817-573-1919 or cell 817-578-
4983  gkeyt@charter.net 

David Clark H10-13X Active noise canceling headset. Good condition. Used but not abused. $350 ($581 new). 
Contact Steve Mottin 817 279-1678 smottin@charter.net . 
              WxWORX Bluetooth XM weather receiver $375. Garmin GPS 10 Bluetooth GPS antenna $125.  Charlie 
Adams 817 573-9600 
              Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor. IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 
817 326-6293. saber@itexas.net.  
             48”  Work bench sheet metal brake $85. Contact Damon at famber@charter.net or 817 573-3444  

1944 PT-19. 1070TT, 325 SMOH, Electrical system, starter, Garmin GNC 300, GPS/COM. Mode C, Canopy for 
all weather flying, Ceconite 101 in 1991, All logbooks and support equipment. Flies like a Cub! $69K Tom 817 579-1850 

Beech V35B with IO-550 conversion and Hartzell Scimitar prop. All Garmin Avionics, over $35,000 spent. 
Excellent history and logs, Extensive August annual just completed with IFR certification. Gamis, JPI, standby 
alternator, instrument air, and AI. Music and much more. I©ve bought an A36TC and must sell one of these airplanes. 
Reasonable offers considered. Dave Guinn 817-279-7186 or Quinti@aol.com 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

August          11 Chapter Meeting Housemans Hangar, Pecan Plantation (0TX1) 
                      17-19 Dyess/Big Country Airfest Abilene, TX  (KABI)  www.bigcountryairfest.org 
September    8 Chapter Meeting Housemans Hangar, Pecan Plantation  (0TX1) 
                      12-16 Reno Nat’l Championship Air Races Reno, Nev.  www.airrace.org 
                       22-23 CAF 50th Anniv. Airshow Midland, TX. (MAF) www.airshow.org 
                       29 Hilltop Lakes Annual Fly-In Hilltop Lakes, TX  (0TE4) 
October         13 Chapter Meeting Housemans Hangar, Pecan Plantation (0TX1) 

 
 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 
 

 President Roe Walker  prez@eaa983.org 817 578-3369 
Vice President Chip Mull vprez@eaa983.org 817 573-8828 
Secretary/Treasurer Bob Satterwhite secretary@eaa983.org 817 279-9610 
Tech Counselors Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org 817 579-0737 
 Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org 817 279-7590 
 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org 817 573-1669 
 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org 817 579-8765 
Flight Advisor Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org 817 579-0941 
Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org 817 579-5593 
Newsletter Damon Berry news@eaa983.org 817 573-3444 
Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org 817 579-5593 
Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org 817 279-7420 
Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org 817 573-7768 
Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker prez@eaa983.org 817 578-3369 

Calendar of Events 

CLASSIFIEDS 


