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Another Record-Setting Fly-In

Perfect weather on November 8th brought in an estimated 100 - 120 aircraft, and well over 500
meals were served. Congratulations to the organizers headed by Doug Crumrine for a safe, suc-
cessful event. Photos tell the whole story......




The Membership Meeting at John McComas’ Hangar the same evening was well attended.
Tom & Bonnie Lewis and Martin and Claudia Sutter presented their “Alaska Adventure” flying trip.




Have You Ever Spent the Night in Corsicana? 3
By Chip Mull

The fourth weekend in October is the annual fly-in at Reklaw ( http:www.reklawflyin.com ) or 7AT7. That's Walker spelled
backwards. | know, | had never heard that either. The schedule is Friday, Saturday, and Sunday with camping on site. |
figured | would go early Friday and be back Friday night. Berni and | had planned on attending the Texas Country Re-
porter event in Waxahachie on Saturday.

| prepped the aircraft the night before. | packed my GPS, handheld radio, and a thermos of coffee and | was off to Rek-
law. As an old helicopter pilot, | was thinking the whole way, “Where would | land if this engine quit”. Being the reliable
machines they are, | was never forced to land a helicopter before reaching my destination. Notice | didn’t say off field.
Most of my landings in a helicopter were never at an airport. It's just the nature of the beast.

Reklaw is about 140 miles away in East Texas just south of Tyler. As | got closer and closer to Reklaw | realized East
Texas is similar in a lot of ways to flying in Alaska. There aren’t many places to land in an emergency. Just a lot of
swampland, plowed fields, large lakes, or very high power lines, none of which seemed inviting.

Reklaw is carved out of the East Texas pines and is a little difficult to find. The landing was interesting and uneventful. |
had heard that last year they had over 600 aircraft. | needed to go grab some lunch so one of the guys loaned me his car
and gave me directions to Sacul. That's “Lucas” spelled backwards. Now | am not a Texan but what'’s all this backwards
stuff?

It was getting late and | don't have lights so | grabbed some fuel and launched the Chief for 0TX1. Again, | was planning
for the worst as | flew westbound. Why is it when you're solo, every vibration and every noise is amplified? Was that
gauge like that the last time | looked? Probably. Then there are those large lakes, lots of huge power lines and POW!
There was the noise | didn’t want to hear. | had lost about 25% power and | was going down. Not very fast but it was
obvious, | was going to land! FEly the plane!

| had seen an airport on the top of the GPS but could | make it? To my right was a small town, Ennis. | set up a glide at
68 mph. Where did | get that number? Probably something | read by Bill Pancake. Tried the carb heat, but NO. The
vibration was still there. | tried switching the mags and NO! | was still going down! Fly the plane!

| saw a complex of Soccer fields and baseball fields. Next to it was a cleared area large enough to plant the Chief. |
circled and then the flood of thoughts started flowing through my pea brain. Damn! I'm going to be on the six-o-clock
news. My goal in my aviation career was to NEVER be on the six-0-clock news!

Then I noticed | wasn't descending any longer. | was holding about 2600 feet and 70 mph. Still running rough but |
thought it sounded better. Maybe | just wanted it to sound better. If there’s no mechanical damage maybe | can make it
to that airport | remembered on the GPS! | know it's a stretch but | really don’t want to make it on the news, “Experienced
pilot lands in the mud. NTSB is investigating”.

As | circled to the left the airport crosses my screen again. | scrolled the pointer over the airport and voila, it was Corsi-
cana. | highlighted and selected the airport and then selected the “go to” feature. Ten miles and ten minutes it said. Do
you have any idea how long ten minutes is with a rough, unknown engine problem? About a week!!

I’'m used to a flat screen that pops up a checklist and a soft voice that enunciates “the waffle valve that supplies the fuel
control has failed”. Failing that, | have a bag of emergency check lists and a book of “what to do’s” provided by the com-
pany. Hell, I'm solo with a big problem here and there’s a huge lake between me and the airport. 1 was NOT into swim-

ming that day! Ely the plane!!

Nine minutes to go. There doesn’t seem to be a fire. Carb heat didn’t help. Then I flashed on the many demonstrations |
have done on fabric aircraft. The one where | light the piece of doped fabric and it goes up with a hig WHOOSH!

Now | have visions of me hanging onto this burnt airframe going down like the Hindenburg. Why didn’t | recover this thing
with Poly Fiber already?

Eight minutes to go. | am over the lake and maybe | can at least glide to the other side. How deep are these lakes any-
way? Can they find me if | crash out here in the middle of nowhere? Well, they found parts of the shuttle out here. But
then again I'm not that important.

Seven minutes to go. Fly the plane! Why isn't this thing burning? Oh well, | still have oil pressure, normal oil temp and
it's still running. 2600 feet isn’'t bad either. It's a pretty good view up here.




Six minutes to go. 4

Should | be yelling on the radio? NO, remember the news teams! PAN PAN PAN! No, I'm not going to do it!

Five minutes to go.

GPS is GREAT! Lindbergh would have loved this stuffl He was my hero as | was growing up. WWLD! What Would
Lindbergh Do?

| switch my frequency and announce “I am five miles to the east of Corsicana with engine problems”. | don’t want to in-
convenience anyone with a disabled aircraft on the runway. Wonder if they have news teams in Corsicana?

| had better stay high in case when | pull the power | have altitude to make it to the runway. They always say power
changes are when the engine quits completely.

“Aeronca 86314 left base for runway 14 Corsicana”. No one answers. Is there anyone in Corsicana?

“Aeronca 86314 final for Corsicana”. Really final, this is it! | pull the power off and trim for landing. IT'S STILL RUN-
NING!

As | land and roll out | realize the engine is rough but still running. | taxi off the runway to the ramp and shut down. There
is no one around. Thank God, no news crew!

Now let's see what precipitated this event. When | inspect the engine for missing parts, the only thing that isn’t there is
one spark plug in the left rear cylinder! There is a small dent in my lower cowling where it departed the fix. It just had an
annual and was double checked and triple checked. How did this happen?

Why didn't it catch fire?? Oh well, no news teams.

| walked around the hangars until | found a lady in a small SUV, Sarah Farley. She ran the FBO and gave me the keys to
the courtesy car. What a break!

| drove to the local convenience store where | could look for a tooth brush and comb for the next morning. The guy with
the turban behind the counter was very kind.

“Do you have any combs, tooth brushes, toothpaste and stuff like that?”

With a wave of the arm he invites me behind the counter. “Jess, dake whatever jew lie.”

What?

“Help jouseff”.

Oh, “OK thanks a lot".

Now to find the Corsicana Inn, call Berni and keep her informed.

The next morning was another experience for this Non-Texan. | went to the Waffle House for breakfast and there were
cowboys with spurs. | haven't seen spurs since | was in the Cavalry. Only the gung ho guys wore them for decoration. |
have a feeling these guys did too.

The next morning Henry Ehrlich brought me a plug with a tool kit put together by Andy Shane. What a crew! | was so
happy Berni had help locating a 3/8” & ¥’ end wrench and a plug wrench. So was she. We installed the plug, visited the
museum, had a cup of airport coffee and left for 0TX1 again.

What a trip back to basics. | was thinking to myself what great friends we have in Pecan when my GPS died. | didn't
bring my charger. | had only planned on a day trip. Is this ever going to end? | drag out my terminal chart, figure out
where | am and where | need to go. Just 40 minutes to go. Back to basics again. Wish Jim Crain had this story to tell

the Boy Scouts last week end.

Well, maybe not. Allin all | wish | didn’t have this story to tell at all.
(Apologies for the extensive editing, Chip! Ed.)




Project Updates

Pete Anderson has begun working on the fuselage for his RV-12 (#17) Wing and gear mount-
ing points are installed, as are the entry steps.

Don Saint has his Rotec radial mounted to the Kitfox firewall, and is doing the plumbing now.

Panel planning is coming along. Don demonstrates the in-flight attitude.

CHAPTER PROJECTS

Steve & Barb Wilson
Tom Woodward
Dick Keyt
— Don Saint
Sid Tucker
Dwight Hill
Greg Walker
Dave & Wendy Moore
Rick and Monica Richardson
Ron Schuster
Damon Berry
Larry Henney
Charles Williams
— Pete Anderson
Gary Green

Temco Swift (GC-1B), 1948
Russia Motor glider

Polen Special and a Thorp T-18
Kitfox Super Sport

DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth”.
Murphy Rebel

RV-8A

RV-10

RV-7A

1986 Bushby Mustang Il

1939 T-Craft

Lancair IV

GP4 Rebuild

RV-12

Wag-Aero Cuby

(Send additions and corrections to webguy@eaa983.0rQ)




C LASS | F | E DS (Always see website for the latest updates.) 6

Beautiful Texas Airpark Home/Hanger For Sale $395,000 9615 Airpark Drive (Pecan Plantation) Contact (817) 573-2280 or (817)
573-7393 or bdsteppling@gmail.com

1979 Grumman Tiger AASB. N28249, 2919TT, 986 SMOH, $62,500 Tom Lewis 817-573-4388 tommylewis@aol.com

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. | am now a distributor. It sells for $58.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for both wear protection and
corrosion prevention. | am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-
7590 flykeyts@charter.net

For Sale F.8L Falco TTAF 230; SMOH 230. Italian design — looks great, flys fast, based 0TX1. Plans built excellent construction. 10-320
Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr, cruise @ 155 kt, aerobatic design loads. $85,000. Contact Roy Henderson @ 206.399.6980 or ifraviator@aol.com.

1/4 Share 1979 Cessna 172N. Annual completed in November 2007. Based at Pecan. $10,000.00 or reasonable offer. Mike Bradley
817-279-9359

1990 Campbell Super Cub, 1/2 interest for sale. 160 HP TTSN 1064, TTSM 137, full electric, transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav
and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a replica of a PA-18. 1750
Gross Weight. Hangared at 0TX1. $26,000. Joe Sasser at 817-579-0903 or Bill Bohlke at 800-653-9177

FREE Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency Checks, GARMIN 430/530/G1000 instruction, DFW Class B refr eshers, etc . for all
chapter members in their aircraft. Ben Wilson CFI,CFII,MEI (817)578-9445

Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor . 10 or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT.

$3500 Sam Tillman 817 326-6293. saber@itexas.net
Dec 5 Chapter Christmas Party 6 PM at Clubhouse Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1)
Dec 13 Air Salvage of Dallas Christmas Sale and Fly-In, 8 to 4 Lancaster, TX (KLNC)
Jan 10 Chapter Meeting - Accident Prevention Panel Discussion Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1)
Feb 14 Chapter Meeting Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1)
Mar 14 Chapter Meeting Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1)
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