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stand up and present his or her aviation biography. Tom Tyler stood up,
told his fascinating story. His time in the Navy was when landing on a

carrier was a more direct, visceral experience than in the highly-
automated world of today. In fact, carrier pilots used to enumerate the various purgative functions of
the human body, adding that a night carrier landing was the sole means by which humans could ex-
perience all of them, simultaneously. Fixated on taming the famed F8 Crusader, dubbed by many
as fAthe Ensign Killer, o0 Tom got checked out i
his very first flight. Later, he flew the F-11 Tiger. He starting flying for Continental Airlines, but got
sidelined by an auto accident. When Tom resumed general aviation flying after the accident, he
bought a Mooney 201. Now, he has a Vans RV8. Thanks for the trip down memory lane, Tom.
And, well done!

We had lots of announcements, including a report that Gary Bricker has donated a notebook com-
puter for use in doing avionics updates. See Don Saint for details. And, Doug Crumrine has a great
idea for OSH: a shared storage space, to save attendees the trouble to transporting or shipping the
same items to Air Venture each and every year. See Doug if you want to buy a share in this Chap-
ter storage room.

Frank Kuhn wowed the Chapter with a presentation of his line of Athena Brands, makers of all things
chemical for use on aircraft. Frank distributes a complete line of paints and lubricants & read this
as a ticket to an LPS2 equivalent and similar products at 60% off & available for Chapter builder/
maintainers. According to Frank, this is what Lowes shoppers would love to be able to buy; but can-
not. A sweet-smelling cheaper alternative to PB Blaster that works even more effectively was par-
ticularly appealing. A complete line of safer, less toxic solvents and cleaners is also available at a
fraction of retail. Frank pitched the notion of the Chapter itself becoming a distributor, an inviting
idea that might benefit not only the chapter but each of its members. The meeting was momentarily
interrupted when Frank commented that his economy-grade spray paint was good enough to paint
your car, all the cheap airline captains jumped to their feet giving a thunderous applause. You can
see these products at the Athena Brandss i t e, o0 r Aeaotoe &ite lay clikking on these links.

Pam Fisher reported on the treasury, added that members can renew at www.eaa983.0rqg.
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Then, the featured attraction for the day: Dane McGuffee, Todd Stoner, and Jeff Schans from Lycoming

took the podium, three marines and obvious friends. Dane, a born entertainer, warmed up the crowd with

an overview of the company6és new philosophy of r ec:
and pilots.

Jeff picked up the baton, and talked about the hierarchy of engines at Lycoming, discussed company his-
tory and its goals for the future. Over and over, all three men mentioned an explosion in LSA, a need to
catch up technologically. They were frank about warranty differences, the advantage of not having to roll
liability into initial costs. Dane laid out an impressive argument for factory overhauls: follow-up tech ser-
vices, documentation, record-keeping.

Poor Jeff stepped on a land mine not once, but twice, when the discussion turned to our famous 4-
cylinder record-setting red rocket, itshard-wor ki ng pi |l ot and maintainer.
plane, nor its numerous achievements. He was a good sport about the ribbing we gave him and pressed
on, undaunted.

He also announced a new web site, www.mytbolt.com . There, you can build your own custom engine ,
obtain pricing information, submit engineering instructions. Jeff even gives out his cell 570-220-0230
and email, jschans@lycoming.textron.com, inviting queries and pledging personal attention throughout
engine construction. Dane interjected that Jeff oversees the construction of every Thunderbolt engine .
Dane added that all maintainers could benefit from the technical information at www.lycoming.com, re-
gardless of what engines they maintain.

Speaking of such, Lycoming philosophy goes beyond the standard oil change recommendations of 25 hrs
(screens) or 50 hours (filters): they say change the oil every four months. Food for thought.

In summary, they contend that Lycoming is poised to ride the next wave of post-recession American gen-
eral aviation with an overdue integration of updated technology, and accommodating the advent of LSA
with the development, sales and support of superior LSA powerplants.

Ripped From the Headlines

Saturday, the 6th of February, former Fort Worth resident and perennial Colorado Libertarian Con-
gressional Candidate Earl Allen was getting ready to go practice aerobatics when there was a re-
sounding bang in the distance. He looked up in time to see a glider peel away from its Pawnee tow-
plane, the Piper broken into sections that fluttered silently Earthward. Beyond it, the flaming wreck-
age of a Cirrus dangled from a parachute, drifting along in the breeze, trailed by a large plume of
black smoke. In the end, three people were lost (nobody was inside the Cirrus section lowered by the
chute). Despite the large visual signature of a Pawnee with glider attached, yet another midair oc-
curred near an airport. As every military pilot knows, even the option of a nylon letdown after an ae-
rial fender-bender is not guaranteed. And, as Earl now knows, those pieces take a long time to reach
terra firma.

A week earlier, a local high school aviation mentoring program suffered a tragic setback when a LSA
Tecnam P2002 Sierra with student and instructor aboard spun and crashed in Ellis County. Early re-
ports reveal that an errant flashlight may have possibly jammed the elevator, resulting in frozen con-
trols.
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Aviation Charities

Giving By Air:

E A A §mung Eagles program is the most popu- taken : f_o rAihAcaiemy yndl Marchs
I D - : 31st. Applications go to Karen, who has ob-
ar local aviation charity at Chapter 983, and t ained a confirmed sl ot
definitely the most visible. The Chapter main-

tains a close relationship with Emerson White

aviation classes at Granbury High School (GHS)
through Chapter liaison Karen Tucker. Thanks
to Karen, a number of Chapter pilots, GHS fac-
ulty and many enthusiastic students, dozens of
Young Eagle participants were able to fly last
year.

|l tds I mportant to note
ing with a passenger from 7 through 17 years of
age, the activity could be deemed a Young Ea-
gle flight, our Chapter could receive credit. Con-
tact Karen for the appropriate documentation.

2
Karen mentioned that applications are being

Safety Corner Tum to Final Blues

Every year, several dozen pilots lose control and
crash after boogering up the turn from base to
final. While old heads roll their eyes at this type
of mishap, it might just be more complicated
than the simple accelerated-stall scenario to
WthhI aCth whenev & O)‘/"C?U t 57 &
The latest culprit to emerge is skidding of all
things. A loss of relative wind across inside wing
causes a stall and the plane immediately enters
a spin at low altitude. Clarke McNease, of APS
Video Training explains the phenomenon here.

A Great Save! —
Chapter 983 Air Academy alumnus —
Chris King, now an instructor at Sa-
bina Academy in Arizona, experi-
enced an engine failure with two stu-
dents aboard Saturday Feb 13th.
With the right engine of his Diamond
DA42 Twinstar screaming at near
max thrust, he flew a visual straight-
in to a perfect landing. Well done,
Chris!

Left: Chris getting ready to take
the Shanesd Cessna
little spin last year
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Product Development

red

What has six propellers, can sit atop a garbage can, and will fly automatically to
the location of its last engine start? The Hexacopter is a machine currently
priced at around $4,000 that does a
the military potential of a device like this. See an amazing test flight here.
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WHAT DEFINES AN ULTRALIGHT?

defines the limitation (or opportunities) of an ultralight vehicle:

If unpoweregdweighs less than 155 poundspowered:

I Weighs less than 254 pounds empty weight, excluding floats and safety d
are intended for deployment in a potentially catastrophic situation;

Has a fuel capacity not exceeding 5 U.S. gallons;

Is not capable of more than 55 knots calibrated airspeed at full power in lg
Has a powerf stall speed that does not exceed 24 knots calibrated airspee
Is a singlplace machine.

provides further guidance on the operation, weighing o
as well as other methods of showing compiiance to

Direct links to both of these documents are also avaiial

Reprinted from SportAviation Vol. 59, No.2 Febr

. Below:
Tech Talk: We have a
Social Networking to the Next Level

While Facebook indeed brings together
fami | ies and friends| itds such
that so much of the chatter has nothing at
all to do with building and flying aircraft.

Google launched its Buzz in mid-February;
but again, was unsuccessful in shielding pi-
lot/builder subscribers from non-aviation
prattle.

To circumvent this pesky shortcoming, EAA
has now launched Oshkosh365, a new
breed of social-networking site devoid, intol-
erant,and absolutely scornful of subjects not
involving pounding rivets, turning bolts, per-
forming aerobatics, etc.

In the formative stages, it reverts to simple
forum format with six different discussion
areas: building, UL flying, aerobatics, vin-
tage, warbirds, instruction.
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Above: The Landings at Pecan is
depicted on our Sectional, but not

yet usable.

dr aft
spring Fly-in, slated for June 12th.
download by clicking here.

a

n

u

of t he
Itis available for

sance

post


http://www.ultralighthomepage.com/FAR.part103.html
http://www.ultralighthomepage.com/AC103-7/ac103-7.html
http://www.ultralighthomepage.com/FAR.part103.html
http://www.sportaviation.org

