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Chapter 983 Newsletter 
January 2008 

 
PO Box 5191 Granbury, TX. 76049 

Visit us at: www.eaa983.org 

Chapter 983 meets every second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hangar. N.E. corner of the runway 

CHRISTMAS PARTY RAGING SUCCESSCHRISTMAS PARTY RAGING SUCCESSCHRISTMAS PARTY RAGING SUCCESS    
 

Many, many thanks to Debbie Keyt, Claudia Sutter, Connie 
Angel, Donna Christman, and Debbie Scanlan.  They made 
producing a classy party seem downright easy! 
 
If you were there, you know what I mean, and if you missed 
it, well, hope you make it next year. 
 
First flight jackets went to Tom & Bonnie Lewis, Jay Pratt, 
Bill Steppling, and Tom Tyler.  Debbie did a bang-up job collecting 
donations for the raffle, and the EAA-labeled wine was appreciated 
by all.  Mark your calendar for December 5, 2008 now! 
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2 MEET YOUR NEW OFFICERS FOR 2008  

By Damon Berry 

Dana Segler  
President 
 
New Chapter president Dana Segler brings a wealth of talent and ex-
perience to the position and we are lucky to have he and wife Ellie 
back, both to the Chapter and to the area. Dana and Ellie were VP 
and Secretary in our Chapter in ’96 but left for Brownwood, TX when 
an attempted violent coup to wrest control from President Dennis 
Trusty failed. They were offered amnesty on the condition that they 

leave the county and…  OK, so none of that’s true.  They left so Dana could pursue career op-
portunities as a physician when Ellie retired after 35 years at American Airlines, but which story 
did you like better? 
 
Dana truly brings experience as a builder, pilot and volunteer. He built a Christen Eagle and flew 
it for many years as part of a lifelong affair with flying and aerobatics. A  friendship beginning in 
high school with Charlie Hillard and a long relationship with Duane and Judy Cole has fostered 
this love of the inverted. He has owned several Decathlons, a Skybolt, a flock of Bonanzas and is 
currently flying a former OSH Champion Stinson. He and Ellie are current CFI’s. 
 
Please welcome them at the meeting in January and offer Dana a helping hand in making his 
term a pleasant and productive one.  
 
(This is a multi-part series, introducing your fearless leaders.  Next month—VP!) 

As I write this column, the last week in December is upon us and 
2008 is nearly here. Our Chapter 983 website already lists yours truly as President! It’s somewhat 
humbling to see, yet there is a sense of challenge, duty, and the warm fuzzy of doing something 
for friends with whom I share the wonderful world of Sport Aviation. 
 
My main thought as we begin this New Year is that I’d like to please everyone in the Chapter!! I 
know this isn’t an easily accomplished task.  Please feel free to communicate to me likes and dis-
likes, recommendations for changes, etc. The only way I can even begin to really please the 
membership is to know what you think and what you want. Please email or call me with any help-
ful thoughts. I welcome all suggestions and will do my best to serve the Chapter in a way that all 
are pleased (at least mostly!!!) 
 
It is a treat to be working with John McComas as Vice President and Debbie Dewey as Secretary/
Treasurer. With their able help we can all look forward to a year of continuing excellence of EAA 
Chapter 983. I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on January 12 and do not forget to 
let me know if you have any ideas you would like to see implemented. 
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This is probably too low to be pull-
ing out of a loop.   
 
This one worked.  Yours won’t. 

Some people follow their dreams; others hunt them down and beat them mercilessly into submis-
sion.—Neil Kendall 

OK sports fans, you have me doing the newsletter 
now, so don’t expect NOT to hear some Rotary 
Propaganda! 
 
Rotary aviation is all buzz about this beauty that 
was seen at a Japanese trade show.  It will be a few 
years before we see it here, but the stats are 
impressive: 
 
Block is only a couple of inches wider than the 
standard 13B that Jason and I have.  This block is 
1600 cc with larger rotors, more offset on the 
eccentric shaft (that would be the crankshaft in a 
lycosaurus) which increases torque, and the entire 
block is aluminum.  Fuel is direct-injected. 
 
As it is, my particular 13B installation weighs in at 

the same weight as an O-320, and puts out the same 160 HP.  This new 16X is 30 POUNDS 
LIGHTER, and my experts tell me it will put out around 250 HP at the (conservative) RPMs 
we use.  Go ahead and wind it up, and you will have close to 340 HP!  Did I mention this only 
weighs about 150 pounds bare block??  If you want to see lots more, go to  
http://www.nopistons.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=71008   and sign up. 

Rotary Power News 



Light Chop  
(things that go “bump” in your brain) 

 

· Who was that man following KayCee Shane down the grass taxiway?  She was walking 
her dog, but her pursuer seemed to be shamelessly dragging a black cat on a leash. 

 
· After 43 years and 150,000 takeoffs and landings (!), 74-year-old crop-duster Don Taylor 

says it's time to take on some milder pursuits — like skydiving, hang gliding, scuba diving 
and the little aerobatic aircraft he's building. "If it was just up to me, I'd still be up there," 
Taylor told the Idaho Statesman as he reflected on one of the longest crop-dusting ca-
reers ever recorded. "Flying has always been a miracle to me."  

 
· USAF Thunderbirds will perform at Sun n' Fun in April! 

· SWRFI at Hondo, TX has been cancelled. 

· All you 59.9 year-old airline types have 5 more years to go now. 

4 2008 EAA CHAPTER 983 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEW AL 
 

 
AIRPLANE INFORMATION* 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 NAME*__________________________________________NATIONAL EAA NUMBER_________________ 
 
 SPOUSES OR SIGNIFICANT OTHERS NAME*___________________ EAA NUMBER_______________ 
 
 STREET*___________________________________________YEAR JOINED NATIONAL ___________ 
  
 CITY/STATE/ZIP*____________________________________YEAR JOINED CHAPTER ____________ 
 
 HOME PHONE*_____________________________WORK PHONE______________________________ 
 
 E-MAIL ADDRESS*_______________________________________________(PLEASE!) 
 
 ARE YOU A (X if applicable) CFI____ A&P____ AI____ GOOD OL' BOY_____ 
 
 INTERESTED IN HOLDING A CHAPTER OFFICE? YES____ NO____ 
 
 I WILL RECEIVE MY MONTHLY NEWSLETTER: BY U.S. MAIL_____  OVER THE CHAPTER WEBSITE_____ 

Make/Model  Category  Year Status  Based At  
(Cessna/T18) (Standard/Exp) (1995) (Flying/Building) (Pecan/Nassau) 

     
     
     

PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION/RENEWAL AND A CHE CK FOR $20 TO EAA CHAPTER 983, P.O. BOX 
5191, GRANBURY, TX 76049 OR GIVE MONEY AND THIS FOR M TO DEBBIE DEWEY.   

Members need to pay dues by 31 Jan. 2008 in order to maintain membership status and continue receiving chapter newsletter. 

Items marked with an asterisk will be included in the Chapter roster. 

- - - - - - -�  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  



5 

Chapter members strike out for Big Bend 

What to do on a beautiful fall week-
end?  How about a trip to Alpine in south-
west Texas?  After a quick poll of several 
residents, Ed and Miranda Askins, Tom 
and Bonnie Lewis, and Dave and Wendy 
Moore jumped in their 2 RVs and a Gla-
sair and headed west on Friday morning, 
November 16.  It was great flight with the 
only complaint being a little head-
wind.  After 2.5 hours of flying and moun-
tains in the view, we landed at E38 - a 
nice field with a friendly FBO.  Our rental car was waiting and after loading it was off to lunch. 
 
It is a short drive to Ft. Davis and our hotel (the Limpia, built in 1912).  The afternoon was 
spent at Ft. Davis National Historic Site which is a partially restored frontier army fort from the 
middle 1800's.  The fort is very interesting and there is a nice hiking trail in the hills surround-
ing it.  Back to Alpine for dinner at a German restaurant that has 27 varieties of schnitzel and 
home made brew.  There was a nice outdoor art festival too. 
 

The next day we loaded up and made the 2 hour drive to 
Big Bend National Park.  There is a lot to do there.  Too 
much for 1 day so we picked the basin area and checked 
out the hiking trails.  After a one hour loop trail it was time 
for lunch.  The best part of the trip was the 4 hour hike 
that afternoon.  We took the "windows trail" which takes 
you down (then up!) a long gorge to the top of a waterfall 
that has a 2000 ft. drop.  The scenery was fantastic and it 
was a perfect day for a hike.  After checking out the visi-
tor's center it was back to Ft. Davis.  On the way we 
checked out the famous "Marfa lights" and sure enough, 
there they were!  They are lights that appear in the desert 
around Marfa, and no one has a good explanation for 
their source, including the University of Texas at Dallas 
that studied them.  There is a good article on them in 
Wikipedia.  Miranda made a great pasta dinner that eve-
ning. 
  
The next day (Sunday), we had breakfast in Alpine while 
we waited for scud to burn off in the Granbury area.  We 
took off about 10:00 and were home in time for 
lunch.  Traveling at 160 kts, you can cover a lot of ground.  

The trip was a lot of fun and there is much to do in the Alpine area.  The next trip we should 
check out Marfa, the McDonald observatory, more of Big Bend, and visit the mayor of Lahitas 
and buy him a beer.  This is a great fall or spring trip.  

By Dave & Wendy Moore 



CLASSIFIEDS 
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President Dana Segler Prez@eaa983.org (817) 279-0808 

Vice President John McComas vprez@eaa983.org (817) 736-0320 

Secretary/Treasurer Debbie Dewey secretary@eaa983.org (817) 573-4108 

Tech Counselors Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org (817) 279-7590 

 Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org (817) 579-0737 

 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org (817) 579-8765 

 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org (817) 573-1669 

Flight Advisors Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org (817) 579-0941 

 Dave Christman flight2@eaa983.org (817) 279-9899  

 Steve Wilson flight3@eaa983.org (817) 279-1379  

Newsletter/ Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org (817) 579-5593 

Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker photos@eaa983.org (817) 578-3369 

Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org (817) 279-9237 

Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org (817) 279-7420 

Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org (817) 573-7768 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 

Jan 12 Chapter Meeting -  Meet  the chapter members Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Feb 9 Chapter Meeting Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Mar 8 Chapter Meeting Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Apr 12 Chapter Meeting Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Apr 8-14 Sun-N-Fun  Fly-In Lakeland, FL 

Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor . IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 817 326-
6293. saber@itexas.net 

1944 PT-19. 1070TT, 325 SMOH, Electrical system, starter, Garmin GNC 300, GPS/COM. Mode C, Canopy for all-weather 
flying, Ceconite 101 in 1991, All logbooks and support equipment. Flies like a Cub! $69K Tom 817 579-1850 

Hangar Space     I am a V-35B Bonanza, and I am lonely .  I sleep in a 50x50 hangar with more than enough room for an-
other bird.  I am towed around with a power tow-bar that will accommodate Bonanza/Cessna nose wheels.  If you want to 
get out of the rain, (hail?) give my owner  (Read, slave) a call. Gene Keyt; 817-573-1919 or cell 817-578-
4983  gkeyt@charter.net 

For Sale F.8L Falco TTAF 230; SMOH 230. Italian design – looks great, flys fast, based 0TX1. Plans built excellent con-
struction. IO-320 Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr, cruise @ 155 kt, aerobatic design loads. $85,000. Contact Roy Henderson @ 
206.399.6980 or ifraviator@aol.com. 
 
Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $48.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for both wear 
protection and corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. 
Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-7590 flykeyts@charter.net 


