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Chapter 983 Newsletter 
June 2008 

 
PO Box 5191 Granbury, TX. 76049 

Visit us at: www.eaa983.org 

Chapter 983 meets every second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hangar. N.E. corner of the runway 

 The spring fly-in of 2008 is now history and can be considered very suc-
cessful. As I looked around the Fly-in area through the day, a thought came to 
me that I’d never quite consciously realized before; Chapter 983 has a lot of 
willing folks and they always come through. Many don’t immediately sign up 
for a specific task, but there always seem to be enough willing workers at the 
necessary time so that no one has to spend an inordinate amount of their day 
and this lets everyone enjoy the fly-in. The numbers truly make a difference.  
THANKS TO YOU ONE AND ALL! 
 
I especially want to thank Doug Crumrine again. What a capable calm leader 
he has been. I hope we can keep him at this job for a long time, ‘cause he will 

be a hard act for anyone to follow!  We’ll be looking forward to seeing everyone at the June meeting 
at Matlock’s Ranch for burgers and fun.  See you then.   ���������������� ����
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3 Chapter Fly-Out to Ada, OK  

 

May 24 started out cloudy, but since our chapter is populated by intrepid aviators, six of our finest 
(piston powered) blasted off for Ada.   The 18 attendees were met by the company brass, George 
Brawley and Tim Roehl.  We were treated to a comprehensive tour of GAMI (General Aviation Modi-
fications, Inc.), and Tornado Alley Turbos.  The turbo side is a spin-off which manufactures twin 
turbo packs for the Cirrus G3, and delivers them to the Cirrus factory for installation right on the line 
in Duluth. 
 
The Ada operation, which was founded in 1996, has recently grown to over 80 employees, and has 
broad capabilities for engineering and manufacturing aviation-related products.  They are proud of 
the fact that each FAA audit has resulted in zero “dings”.  The several hangars are populated by 3D 
CAD-CAM operations, several CNC mills, state of the art injector flow bench, highly instrumented 
engine test cells, and all the usual receiving, shipping, welding, etc. areas.  Lunch at a local BBQ 
restaurant topped off the excellent tour.   
 

 

Tim and George 

Incredibly accurate flow bench Cirrus G3 with turbos 

This T-34 is highly instru-
mented with strain gauges 

and is being used to  
develop structural mods for 

the Beech lineup. 

This is a cable mod for the 
T-34 spar that was devel-

oped in-house. 

Don Gumm drooling over a 
rack of Bonanza parts! 
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CHAPTER PROJECTS 
 
Steve & Barb Wilson   Temco Swift (GC-1B), 1948  
Nick Easterling    RV-8 
Dick Keyt     Polen Special and a Thorp T-18 
Don Saint     Kitfox Super Sport  
Sid Tucker     DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth”.  
Dwight Hill     Murphy Rebel  
Mike Babin     Texas Sport  
Greg Walker     RV-8A   
Dave & Wendy Moore   RV-10 
Rick and Monica Richardson  RV-7A  
Ron Schuster    1986 Bushby Mustang II  
Damon Berry     1939 T-Craft  
Larry Henney    Lancair IV 
Sam Butler     RV-7A 
Charles Williams    GP4 Rebuild 
 

(Send additions and corrections to webguy@eaa983.org) 
 

John Williamson, Chapter 34 (Arlington) member and retired American pilot died Sunday, May 25 in a crash 
in Oregon.. He was a regular visitor at our Fly-ins. 

….and the instrumentation 
in the “block house”. 

George describes the op-
eration of the test cells….. 

Jim Crain inspects the  
instrumentation package. 

Need a part for something? Out to the engine test cell 

….which is VERY impressive! 



Light Chop  
(things that go “bump” your brain) 

 

5 

Overheard at the fly-in:   
 “I’m tellin’ you, flying is like sex.  If you don’t have the money, DON’T START!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For the ladies: 
 
Aww, ain’t that cute.  Not 
much bigger than a brick. 

Rotary exhaust: 
 
A different kind of beast  

The Mazda rotary, in aircraft use, has never been known for 
being a quiet engine.  In the RX-7, the exhaust is very long 
and has very heavy manifolds, mufflers and pipes to tame 
that beastly note. 
 
In aircraft use, we like light and short, but that leads to ques-
tions about how to handle the irritating, almost square-wave 
nature of the exhaust pulse.  One of the modifying factors is 
the so called “splitter” which is installed in the exhaust ports 
of the non-turbo versions, as seen at the left. 
 
My engine, with the splitters, has several hundred hours on 
a Hushpower II stainless steel muffler by Flowmaster.   
 
Jason Hutchison, on the other hand, has just a few hours on 
his exact same muffler.  His engine is a turbo version with-
out the splitters.  He did say he noticed a “slight difference” 
in the exhaust note when this piece came loose!!  
 
      Bill Eslick 

Has anyone noticed Don Saint trying to round up animals 2 by 2 
or attempting to grow a long, white beard?? 

Spring has sprung. Grass has riz. I wonder where the birdies iz. 
In my Grumman intake. Hangar open about 4 hours. 
(Charlie Adams) 
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President Dana Segler Prez@eaa983.org (817) 279-0808 

Vice President John McComas vprez@eaa983.org (817) 736-0320 

Secretary/Treasurer Debbie Dewey secretary@eaa983.org (817) 573-4108 

Tech Counselors Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org (817) 279-7590 

 Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org (817) 579-0737 

 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org (817) 579-8765 

 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org (817) 573-1669 

Flight Advisors Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org (817) 579-0941 

 Dave Christman flight2@eaa983.org (817) 279-9899  

 Steve Wilson flight3@eaa983.org (817) 279-1379  

Newsletter/ Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org (817) 579-5593 

Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker photos@eaa983.org (817) 578-3369 

Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org (817) 279-9237 

Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org (817) 279-7420 

Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org (817) 573-7768 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 

Jun 13-15 Texas Antique Aircraft Fly-In Gainesville, TX (KGLE) 

Jun 14 Chapter Meeting - Matlock Ranch, R/C flying and burgers Matlock Airstrip (see www.eaa983.org) 

Jun 28 Pancake Breakfast Granbury Apt.,     TX (KGDJ) 

Jul 12 Chapter Meeting - Bendix King Avionics Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Jul 26 Pancake Breakfast Granbury Apt.,     TX (KGDJ) 

 

 

Henney Boy's Lawn Service:  Grass cutting for your regular or vacation needs.  All Jobs include mowing, edging, weed eating, and 
blowing.  Competitive Pricing 817-573-4301 or 817-219-2183.   

Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor . IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 817 326-6293. sa-
ber@itexas.net 

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $48.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for both wear protection and 
corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-
7590 flykeyts@charter.net 

1944 PT-19. 1070TT, 325 SMOH, Electrical system, starter, Garmin GNC 300, GPS/COM. Mode C, Canopy for all-weather flying, Ceco-
nite 101 in 1991, All logbooks and support equipment. Flies like a Cub! $69K Tom 817 579-1850 

For Sale F.8L Falco TTAF 230; SMOH 230. Italian design – looks great, flys fast, based 0TX1. Plans built excellent construction. IO-320 
Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr, cruise @ 155 kt, aerobatic design loads. $85,000. Contact Roy Henderson @ 206.399.6980 or ifraviator@aol.com. 

1/4 Share 1979 Cessna 172N.    Annual completed in November 2007.  Based at Pecan.  $10,000.00 or reasonable offer.  Mike Bradley 
817-279-9359 
 
1990 Campbell Super Cub, 1/2 interest for sale.   160 HP TTSN 1064, TTSM 137, full electric, transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav 
and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a replica of a PA-18.  1750 
Gross Weight.  Hangared at 0TX1. $26,000.  Joe Sasser at 817-579-0903 or Bill Bohlke at 800-653-9177 

Champion spark plugs.  RHM 38E, RHM 40E, M41E, AC HSR 88. New $10 ea. Barely used 
RHB 37E, RHM 38P and M41N free to good homes. A/C Delco engine hoist w/ load leveler.  
New $270. now $100. Wide variety of AN, NAS, MS hardware. Screws, washers, bolts, Adel 
clamps. ½ Spruce price. Contact Damon at  famber@charter.net or 817 573-3444  

CLASSIFIEDS 


