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Chapter 983 Newsletter 
November 2008 

 
PO Box 5191 Granbury, TX. 76049 

Visit us at: www.eaa983.org 

Chapter 983 meets every second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hangar. N.E. corner of the runway 

“D. R. Bales - The Box is Yours!” 

According to D.R., this is the phrase that really gets your adrenalin boost into high 
gear!  You have practiced and practiced, memorized sequences, waited on the ramp, 
waited in a holding pattern, and now you are cleared in to begin the competition rou-
tine.  Focus is total, and precision is paramount. 

D.R. honored our October chapter meeting with an 
in-depth description of what is involved in competi-
tion aerobatics.  Why did he get involved in this in-
tensive sport?  He retired from flying fighters in 
1988 and soon found that he missed that adrenalin 
rush.  By 2001 he had started looking at all types of 
aircraft, flying many of them.  When he flew the Ex-

tra 200 in Florida, he knew he had found his mount.  The week long check-
out included all types of spins and recoveries in this +/- 10 G aircraft. 

The Extra 200 is purpose-built for aerobatics.  The 200 HP AEIO-360 Lycoming running wide open at 2675 
RPM pulls a symmetrical wing and tail, which lets the aircraft perform just as well inverted as upright.  Mainte-
nance is made easy with virtually the entire top of the fuselage being held on with removable fasteners.  The 
3-blade MT prop is made of light weight spruce with fiberglass covering.  The light weight of the prop reduces 
stress on the engine during violent maneuvers.  Wings and gear legs are composite.  Each wing holds only 
11 gallons, but aerobatics are done with only the fuel in the 8.5 gallon fuselage tank.  Guides on the wingtip 
allow precise 45 and 90 degree angles, and a string tells him when he is at zero airspeed. 

D.R. does not wear a G-suit, relying on the old grunt maneuver to keep blood in his brain.  He concedes that 
G tolerance fades with time and practice is required to maintain it. (This would explain why I gray out just do-
ing closed patterns - Ed.)  

The “box” is a square over the ground that is 3,300’ on a side, and tops out at 
3,500’ AGL.  The floor varies from 1,500’ AGL to 350’ AGL depending on 
your competitive class.  If you bust the floor, you get a zero for 
that flight! 

What is the hardest maneuver?  He says it is a loop!  It must be a 
perfect circle, but you can’t see it from the cockpit! 

D.R. has backed off lately on the competition, but that is only be-
cause he achieved his goal of bringing home a trophy.  They are 

only awarded to the top three in each class.   Reaching this level required D.R. to do like the big 
boys and get some professional coaching, but it paid off!  Congratulations to our Chapter 983 
Champ! 
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Other meeting news:  Dana Segler  welcomed two guests, Slim Lawson (88 years old) from Tacoma, 
WA, and Bob Jones , a friend of D.R. Bales. 
 
Debbie Dewey reported 136 members on the roll, and plenty of funds available to put on our Fly-In Nov. 
8, and Christmas Party on Dec. 5 . 
 
Doug Crumrine  reported that the fly-in is on track.  We do need a volunteer narrator for the showcase fly
-overs, and if you have tables, please bring them for the fly-in.  Six business sponsors came forward with 
$200 each to cover the cost of sending students to Airventure.  They included Plantation Properties, 
SkyTec Starters, Plane Power Alternators, E-Mag Ele ctronic Ignitions, Flying Horse Interiors, and 
Specialized Performance Coatings. 

Dick Jones has updated the by-laws; vote to be taken soon.  Jim Crain reminded all of us to be diligent 
with our radio calls in the interest of safety. 

Two first flights were announced.  Nick Easterling flew his RV-8 on 10-8 at Bourland with Sam Butler  
flying chase, and Mike Babin flew his Legend Cub on 9-25, also at Bourland. 

John McComas reminded us of the Chapter meeting and potluck at his home Nov. 8 after the fly-in.  Our 
intrepid Alaska aviators will report on their trek north. 

 
Know your Members:  Tom Woodward was the man of the day.  He 
comes from a flying family in New Jersey; his father having flown for 
Eastern Airlines for 36 years.  Their 100-acre property contained an air-
strip, so Tom was flying gliders by age 10.  He ran the trail of line boy, 
glider instruc-
tor, private 
pilot and on 
through sev-
eral com-
muter air-

lines, landing finally at American in 1986. 
 
His first experimental was a Sonerai in 1984.  
Since then, there have been many sets of 
wings pass through his hangar.  The last was 
a PT-19 which was sold to a collector in Brazil 
and shipped via container.  His present pro-
ject is a Russian motor glider that was landed 
“wheel” up.  Can you say “fiberglass”?  Look 
for some long wings to take to the air soon. 
 

Congratulations   
Frank Kuhn 

 And 
 Rosemary Freskos  

on winning  
“Best in Show”   

at the 40th anniversary of 
the Cardinal   

at Cessna's factory in Wichita! 
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I’m dreaming of a white Christmas 

Just like the ones of long ago 
Where the wing tips glisten 

And husbands listen 
For engines rumbling through the Snow 

 
Its Chapter Christmas Party time and we just can’t wait! 
Some things change and some things are the same this 
year.  
 
It will be held at the Pecan Clubhouse on December 5th 
with cocktails at 6:00 finishing up about 11:00. Having a 
DJ instead of a live band has proven very popular so John Pollard of FX Entertainment will 
again provide the music. There will also be entertainment during cocktails and dinner but 
Donna will keep exactly what it is a secret. Be on time! 
 
Ticket prices will remain the same at $35 a person and, as always, we will be sold out so 
get yours right away. Tickets will be on sale at the Fall Fly-In. Look fo r the Christmas tree. 
Tables seat 8 so if you have a group that wants to sit together, call Donna Berry at 573-3444 
and she’ll do her very best to accommodate you. This is always one of the best Chapter gath-
erings of the year so don’t miss it. 

Donna Berry 

CHAPTER 983 GOES TO THE RACES 
 

One of the exciting things about aviation is the wide variety of activities 
that one can pursue. There are aspects of aviation that can satisfy al-
most every type of person and personality. Are you a tinkerer or a full on 
builder? Are you a perfectionist or a “git ‘er done” kind of guy? Would 
you like to invent and fabricate your own part or does Spruce have ex-
actly what you need? There are avenues for everyone. 
 
For the competitive type there has always been racing. If there are two 
of anything, there’s going to be a race. That’s true whether you own a 
Corvette or an alligator. If there’s another gator on the next block 
chances are you’ll be meeting with pink slips on the line. 
 
For the airplane boys it’s not hard to see why they want to see how their ships stack up. We had a 
Chapter event here a couple of years ago. It was a timed event, over a closed course which resulted in 
a very accurate speed comparison. It was interesting to see folks come out, many who have never par-
ticipated in a race, just to see how their plane stacked up against the others. 
 
There is a group of guys who have formed a racing organization called the Sport Air Racing League. 
www.sportairrace.org  It’s a very low key, no pressure operation developed to help those who want to 
improve the speed of their plane and have a basis on which to compare the results of their labors. 
 
Three of us went out to participate in the Texoma 100 which was held at the Grayson County Airport 
(GYI) near Sherman. Larry Henney (a real race guy), Dave Christman (may be becoming a real race 
guy) and myself ( likes to hang with the boys and check out the girls race guy). 
 

(continued on page 5) 
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CHAPTER PROJECTS 
 
 
Steve & Barb Wilson   Temco Swift (GC-1B), 1948  
Tom Woodward    Russia Motor glider 
Dick Keyt     Polen Special and a Thorp T-18 
Don Saint     Kitfox Super Sport  
Sid Tucker     DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth”.  
Dwight Hill     Murphy Rebel  
Greg Walker     RV-8A   
Dave & Wendy Moore   RV-10 
Rick and Monica Richardson  RV-7A  
Ron Schuster    1986 Bushby Mustang II  
Damon Berry     1939 T-Craft  
Larry Henney    Lancair IV 
Charles Williams    GP4 Rebuild 
Pete Anderson    RV-12 
Gary Green     Wag-Aero Cuby 
 

(Send additions and corrections to webguy@eaa983.org) 
 

 ����  Law of Logical Argument   
Anything is possible if you  

don't know what you are talking about.  

Thanks to Damon for these photos  
(look for his article in a future issue). 

Dave and Wendy Moore’s RV-10 is 
gradually taking shape.  (That back-
drop looks like a lot of effort just so 
he can pretend to be flying!) 

Don Saint is pretending to weld 
his oil tank for the Rotec radial 
engine he selected for his Kitfox 
project. 



Larry and his son camped out behind their Lancair while Dave and I showed up 
at 0800, an hour before the race briefing. Since all the particulars of the race 
course, frequencies, procedures, safety items, etc., are published on the Race 
website, the briefing is just a short review of the most important items. It’s a 
fun, light review but safety is a biggie. The organizers work hard to design a 
course where there are no conflicts with obstructions, other aircraft or other 
racers; adherence to the FAR’s is required and there is no winking at the rules. 
 
After that, it’s out to the plane with about a half hour to get yourself settled. The 
racers are sequenced fastest to slowest to minimize any passing on the 
course. (Another safety thing) #1 in this race was an SX-300 (250 MPHish) and 
last in line was a Grumman Tiger. With the course in the GPS, you taxi out 
onto the runway, the cute weather girl from Channel 5 waves the flag and 
you’re off! 
 
The race course (and the timing) actually begins over a grass field about 8 
miles East of GYI, from there you head 056 for 55.9 NM to Antlers Municipal 
(80F) then make a carefully planned 163 degree turn back to 253 for 50.9NM 
which takes you to Lake Texoma State Park (F31) then head South for 15.2 
NM to the starting line which is now the finish line. (No, I don’t know why they 
called it the Texoma 100 if its 122 miles long). 
 
There are just a few “Real” racers in the group. Those guys have maximized 
everything for speed. With balanced engines they turn RPM’s in excess of the 
book, tape closed all seams and non-essential intakes and most importantly; 
lie, lie, lie about what altitudes they are going to fly and where they think the 
most advantageous winds are! The rest of us have aircraft that are set up for 
standard operations and so we’re limited there (we still fly at full throttle to be 
sure) but the lying is something all of us practice in the hopes of becoming 
“Real” race guys someday. 
 
Whether you are in a 250 MPH SX or a 150 MPH Tiger, everyone is trying to 
wring the most speed out of their plane so strict adherence to the course line 
and smooth flying is essential.   Whether it takes you 30 minutes or an hour, it 
feels like the race is over in the blink of an eye. It’s fun, demanding and excit-
ing all at the same time. 
 
If you’re interested, just check out the website and see what’s up.  After cross-
ing the finish line it’s time to settle your mind back down into slow, traffic pattern, landing thinking. People have 
been known to have to go around because they just can’t slow the airplane down enough. Some Reno racers 
will intentionally stall their planes before landing just to recalibrate their senses after flying at race speeds. 
Now comes the best part; rehashing and comparing notes after the race is done. Now keep in mind, no one 
yet knows what their speeds were and won’t for about an hour but that does not stop you from sharing your 
theories of how the course should have been flown. Also now is the time to be honest about what altitudes you 
flew. No one can steal your secrets anymore. Now a few words about the race results: everyone has been se-
cretly anxious about them.  “Where are they and why the heck is it taking so long?” 
 
There are a number of subplots here; we all want to know how fast our alligator is and how he compares with 
the other reptiles in the pond. We know how fast we “want” him to be and how fast we “think” he is. We may 
have been feeding him steroids and polishing his tail. We may have been insulted by one of the other gator 
owners at the last race and want revenge.  We may claim that the results are unimportant and that we’re here 
just for the inner beauty of competition. (Hmmmm) 
 
Regardless. The results will tell in no uncertain terms whether you have a gator with teeth or a gator with a 
tutu. Whether the work you’ve done has been rewarded or you should have just gone in and watched Dancing 
With The Stars. 

Damon Berry 

5 
Dave 

Damon 

Larry & Crew 

Race Day 
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President Dana Segler Prez@eaa983.org (817) 279-0808 

Vice President John McComas vprez@eaa983.org (817) 736-0320 

Secretary/Treasurer Debbie Dewey secretary@eaa983.org (817) 573-4108 

Tech Counselors Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org (817) 279-7590 

 Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org (817) 579-0737 

 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org (817) 579-8765 

 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org (817) 573-1669 

Flight Advisors Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org (817) 579-0941 

 Dave Christman flight2@eaa983.org (817) 279-9899  

 Steve Wilson flight3@eaa983.org (817) 279-1379  

Newsletter/ Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org (817) 579-5593 

Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker photos@eaa983.org (817) 578-3369 

Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org (817) 279-9237 

Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org (817) 279-7420 

Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org (817) 573-7768 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 

Nov 8 Fall Fly-In & Membership Night Party (see web site) Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Dec 5 Chapter Christmas Party  6 PM at Clubhouse  Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Dec 13 Air Salvage of Dallas Christmas Sale and Fly-In, 8 to 4 Lancaster, TX (KLNC)  

Jan 10 Chapter Meeting Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Feb 14 Chapter Meeting  �  Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

 

 

Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor . IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 817 326-6293.               
saber@itexas.net 

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $58.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for both wear protection and 
corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-
7590 flykeyts@charter.net 

For Sale F.8L Falco TTAF 230; SMOH 230. Italian design – looks great, flys fast, based 0TX1. Plans built excellent construction. IO-320 
Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr, cruise @ 155 kt, aerobatic design loads. $85,000. Contact Roy Henderson @ 206.399.6980 or ifraviator@aol.com. 

1/4 Share 1979 Cessna 172N.    Annual completed in November 2007.  Based at Pecan.  $10,000.00 or reasonable offer.  Mike Bradley 
817-279-9359 
 
1990 Campbell Super Cub, 1/2 interest for sale.   160 HP TTSN 1064, TTSM 137, full electric, transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav 
and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a replica of a PA-18.  1750 
Gross Weight.  Hangared at 0TX1. $26,000.  Joe Sasser at 817-579-0903 or Bill Bohlke at 800-653-9177 

Champion spark plugs.  RHM 38E, RHM 40E, M41E, AC HSR 88. New $10 ea. Barely used RHB 37E, RHM 38P and M41N free to 
good homes. A/C Delco engine hoist w/ load leveler.  New $270. now $100. Wide variety of AN, NAS, MS hardware. Screws, washers, 
bolts, Adel clamps. ½ Spruce price. Contact Damon at  famber@charter.net or 817 573-3444   

FREE Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency Checks,  GARMIN 430/530/G1000 instruction, DFW Class B refr eshers, etc . for all 
chapter members in their aircraft. Ben Wilson CFI,CFII,MEI (817)578-9445  

CLASSIFIEDS  (Always see website for the latest updates.) 


