This issue:
“Sky” Smith
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Scott “Sky” Smith of
SkySmith Insurance Agency
is a free spirit born in
Ames, Iowa, who is a Jack
of All Trades; at the core

an insurance broker. After (
college, he taught auto

mechanics and shop, then

became a stock broker. | |
That laid the groundwork } |
for a career in aviation. :

His father-in-law operated

two airports, and put ’ "H
Scotty to work delivering X ,
and selling airplanes. . i

After a bad experience with
inept insurance salesmen,
he segued into insurance.
Cessna 337 Skymasters are
his passion, and he’s
managed to merge his love
of these planes with his
insurance brokerage,
focusing on these unique
birds. Shunned by many

-
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pilots for the maintenance 3 = A ‘// ‘h-.*

. Scott is a colorful and entertainina speaker
challenges attending not

operating Mixmasters

disciplined manner, the Skymaster has always offered aspiring multi-engine pilots a
centerline thrust alternative. With earring and tattoos, he’s scarcely the poster-
boy of insurance brokers. On top of that, having heard that the human mind can
comprehend language fifteen times as fast as it can be delivered, he’s managed to
adjust his speaking accordingly. He loves a challenge, and specializes in setting
up insurance on aircraft that other underwriters might refuse. He’s written
several books, including one on how to buy single-engine planes, how to build
muscle cars, how to maintain boats, and others. What a character: his daughter
refused the hotrod Honda Civic he built -- she didn’t what to handle a clutch in
high heels -- he took possession of the car and -- wouldn’t every father do this?
-- installed nitrous oxide!
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Does anyone really understand insurance?
asks Scotty. Of course, we all know
friends and family who'’ve made terrible
blunders with coverage, claims, terms,
and that awful elusive specter of
subrogation. It’s an exercise in risk
transfer, he says. Only nine states
require insurance. Many Experimental
pilots self-insure. “Aviation Insurance
is cheap, when you compare it to cars,”
says Scotty. Of course, he’s referring Lo
to the marriage of hull/car replacement
and liability in each. The main thing
you want to shed is liability, he says.
Over the years, his experience is that
courts award whatever the limit of
liability insurance is imposed; thus,
the standard has become a flat million. He doesn’t like Builder'’s Insurance,
since Homeowners' policies will likely
cover any loss. As the plane nears
completion, that position reverses.
Then, it’s critical to change coverage
the moment the airplane is used, eg taxi
testing. He told the story of a guy who
flipped an RV-6 project during the
initial taxi test, crashed and died. We
had the same kind of experience locally,
when an elderly builder at Spinks

: . turning a taxi test into a fifty-foot

» o : - bounce to a split-S into the grass. Not
a year later, a former Pecanite

- witnessed another fatal highspeed taxi
test, living with the memory of wreckage

Proficiency keeps plane and pilot in top condition, reduces Ehile Ll jpEieiE wARE Bhe prlen DRy @il

insurance premiums rates, and can avert embarrassing of the cockpit. It happens. Scott told
Young Eagles’ flying moments another story of a Kitfox being

transported, destroyed in an automobile

accident. The moral to the tale: tell
your broker everything, give him or her the opportunity to adjust coverage for
each activity inherent to construction, preflight testing, and flight. He also
admonishes owners to consider the value attached to your creation: even if it’s
off the end of the runway ablaze in a tangled heap with your lifeless self
inside, it’s still a value to your estate. About claims: yes, simple stupidity
will cause a subsequent jump (10-20% hike) in rates, most other claims won't
create significant increases. He reminds us to remember that the industry is
relatively small and that insurers share information. Treating one company
badly can result in have a bad reputation with others a pilot/owner later
approaches.

Awo

Helicopters are tough to insure; Experimental helicopters
even more so

Sid asked about getting quotes. It brought up an interesting topic: once your
broker gets a quote, the competitive process is essentially halted, since
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subsequent bid requests on behalf of the
customer will lead back to that original
quote. Yes, it stifles competition,
says Smith. But, the system would
dissolve into an administrative mess
without this control.

He talked about assessing the risk
factor by looking at pilot experience:
not flying frequently will cost you.
Here is that proficiency argument
surfacing again: we get it from
mechanics, instructors, safety analysts,
and now insurance brokers! While
responding favorably to frequent flying,
the insurance companies also laud

One-off or unusual designs can be nearly impossible to insure:
buy what everyone is flying, if possible

additional ratings, as well as
participating in a myriad of safety
and proficiency programs currently out
there.

His airline pilot arrogance argument
is persuasive: time in a 767 doesn’t
do anything for you, when it comes to
flying a small plane; yet, pro pilots &
constantly waive training in small ; )“
aircraft, and end up being a pain in

their pallbearer’s backs. Every fleet
has tails of high-time pilots who've
dug smoking holes in new planes. Our
own SeaRey fleet had one of these
eXperiences, Just inside the last This breathtaking rollout oops aside, RVs have established a record

sixty days. Company personnel at of safety and reliability, coupled with the sheer numbers out there, to
their competitor’s facility in Orlando  make them easily insurable

tell of a Lufthansa captain stalling

his factory-new seaplane on its first

takeoff, slamming into one of their hangars. The moral is to place ego aside, get
the training. If nothing else, it will set an example to other pilots for doing
the right thing, being conservative.

S
\ \.

He related some real horror stories, relating to helos and amphibians. Advice from
Smith includes not ever buying one-of-a-kind or unpopular aircraft. It’s no
surprise that Cessna Skyhawks (or Vans RVs in the E-world) have the cheapest rates.

Obviously, Scott has the insurance business figured out. Every one of us can
benefit from his encyclopedic knowledge. Simply call him at 1-800-743-1439 or drop
him a line at sky@skysmith.com.
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October Meeting

We kicked off the October
meeting with Bob Satterwhite
describing his career. ‘Turns
out, Bob flew the mighty P2-V
(photo below) during his time in the
Navy, operating much of the
time off the Alaskan coast. One
of the highlights of that gig:
spotting an emerging volcanic

island and tossing leftover
depth-charges onto it. Bob
ditched the Navy and joined
American in the mid-Sixties.
Even as late as that, American
employed props: DC 6 and DC7,
both of which he flew. He
finished his copilot tenure on the
707. After that, he became one
of the best-known captains at
American, spending the bulk of
his time as captain on the
venerable but unforgiving 727.
Not intimidated by the notion of
a tri-motored jet with a
propensity for punishing
inattention during landing, he
checked out on the McDonnell
Douglas MD-11 for his final
years at the company. He was
on the union’s negotiating
committee long before the pilot
profession entered its downward
spiral. At Pecan, Bob has been
an enduring and colorful
presence for 30 years.

Bob didn’t mention the MD-11
fly-by at Pecan until prompted.

It was a Functional Test Flight,
routine extra duty for American’s
pilots. Bob flew to Houston,
climbed to FL 390 and did the
required checks. Then, he got
clearance for the old Acton
Arrival STAR into DFW. The
controller authorized a
premature descent, then Bob
asked for a VFR segment for a
“control check.” He talked
someone on the ground into
relaying by phone to to Marilyn
that a fly-by was imminent. Bob
told his bewildered senior copilot
“‘we need to make a control
check at low altitude.” Of
course, this is pre-911, when the
sight of a low-level airliner near
a nuke plant wouldn’t be looked
at as a impending national
emergency. Sneaking in with
only the center engine throttled
up, he so amazed Marilyn that
she forgot to capture the
moment on film! We can only
imagine the image of that
500,000 pound, 200 foot long
behemoth sailing along the
runway with 298 empty seats.

"So, is she standing on the patio?”

No secretary’s report, but John
gave promise of a sheetmetal
basics class in May, an
upcoming pitch from amphib
manufacturing hopefuls Icon,
and a presentation by Garmin.
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Look for Exxon Elite in
November. Don appended the
comments with a status report
on obtaining a prop balancer.
The entry level for this type of
machine is about $1,500.

Tom Woodward wanted to
address the topic of
incorporation. Would it affect
our airport operations? One
possible enhancement: were we
a city government, we could
then obtain military surplus
equipment for our operations.
John used the example of
obtaining a crane from the
military for salvage operations,
which could be parked next to
Tom’s house, pending Karen’s
endorsement.

There was some discussion
concerning The Landings, in the
wake of the Columns article by
John Anthony that arrived in our
mailboxes yesterday. Anthony’s
invitation of pilots was warm, he
will open the runway for use at
our convenience, he says, after
making some “finishing
touches.” Road paving must be
imminent: the article says it’s
already complete and open for
inspection, but the streets
remain at the gravel stage and
are blocked off.

The Landings, two weeks ago



Ethanol: A Case of Bad Gas in Texas

Longview Lawn and Garden mechanic
Jason Beasley said there's something
distinctly different about gas blended with
ethanol, and you can see that difference in
as little as two weeks.

"The shelf life is reduced dramatically,"
Beasley said, referring to how long ethanol
lasts before it can no longer fuel small
engines. He said it doesn't prevent him
from using ethanol. He just knows he can't
store the fuel.

Jimmy Isaac/News-Journal Photo
(ENLARGE)

Tricia Edson of Longview pumps gas
Wednesday evening at Skinner's Grocery and
Market. She said she and her husband buy
ethanol-free gas to avoid damage to their
vehicles and small engines.

Beasley said that after two weeks, ethanol
loses its combustibility and acts more like
a flame retardant than fuel. Unlike

traditional gasoline, ethanol also absorbs
water, he said.

"Other than it sucking in water and making
the shelf life not last very long, we really
haven't had many problems," he said.

According to the American Coalition for
Ethanol, ethanol is a clean-burning, high-
octane motor fuel produced from
renewable sources, mostly corn. Ethanol
gasoline is hygroscopic, meaning it
absorbs water — 50 times more than
conventional gasoline — according to fuel-
testers.com, a Web site that shows how to
use ethanol gas effectively. The site
recommends replacing an ethanol-filled
tank every two to three weeks to avoid
water-related engine problems.

Unblended, 100 percent ethanol is not used
as a motor fuel, and the most common
blend is a 10 percent ethanol/90-percent
unleaded gasoline that is approved for
every make or model of vehicle sold in the
United States, according to the ethanol
coalition.

The group also says ethanol helps reduce
American dependence on foreign energy
sources.

Reprinted from the Longview News-
Journal, 2008

Drain
carb bowls

which fuel is
used

Ethanol can
quickly erode
fuel system
components
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often no matter

LOGAL E-FREE GAS

Ethanol is one of the most popular
biofuel alternatives to gasoline.
When oil prices rise, so does talk of
this as a viable alternative energy.
Conversely when oil prices
plummet, the discourse begins to
question whether or not the federal
government will (or even should)
continue to support ethanol with
subsidies or other means. What is
the future of ethanol?
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Classified Ads
For Sale By Members

Abrasives and things for sale, all new: 3M sander belts 3"&4"x 187,21 %4”, 24”, 36”. Various grits.
$3 ea. Bench grinder wire & grinding wheels. $5 ea. Cut-off & grinding discs for hand and table
units. $1.50 ea. Clear vinyl tubing 1/4” — 1 %" OD. $.15/ft. Woodcutting band saw blades 57” & 59
¥2". $5 ea. Several 6” 2 jaw steel gear pullers. $5 ea. Damon Berry 817 573-3444

Beautiful Texas Airpark Home/Hanger For Sale $395,000 9615 Airpark Drive (Pecan Planta-
tion) Contact (817) 573-2280 or (817) 573-7393 or bdsteppling@gmail.com

1962 C182E For Sale - 5777 TT, 1260 SMOH, Horton STOL, new leather interior, Tom Lewis
817-573-4388

FREE Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency Checks, GARMIN 430/530/G1000 instruction,
DFW Class B refreshers, etc. for all chapter members in their aircraft. Ben Wilson CFI,CFIl,MEI
(817)578-9445

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. | am now a distributor. It sells for $58.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best
ratings for both wear protection and corrosion prevention. | am donating the profits from sales to the
Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-7590 flykeyts@charter.net

For Sale F.8L FalcoTTAF 275/SMOH 275. Italian design: looks great, flies fast, based 0TX1 (Pecan
Plantation, TX). Plans-built by Willard Hofler with excellent quality construction. 10-320 B1A Lycom-
ing, 8.5 g/hr cruise at 155 kts/hr, aerobatic design loads, GPS, NavCom, autopilot, leather interior.
Annual Condition Inspection August 2009. No damage history, vacuum pump replaced at 252
TTAF.N89WH is terrific airplane and fun to fly. REDUCED $79,000 Contact: Roy Henderson
206.399.6980 ifraviator@aol.com

1990 Campbell Super Cub, 1/2 interest for sale. 160 HP TTSN 1064, TTSM 137, full electric,
transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with
PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a replica of a PA-18. 1750 Gross Weight. Hangared
at 0TX1. $26,000. Joe Sasser at 817-579-0903 or Bill Bohlke at 800-653-9177

For Sale: RV-7A with a pop up canopy. Tail, all flight controls are built, cowling is fitted with engine
hung and on the gear. The wings have the extended aux fuel in each wing. Canopy has been fitted
to frame. Click for a picture and a list of the stuff in the instrument panel that was built by Aerotron-
ics. The engine is 180 hp with fuel injection. Larry Eversmeyer 405-209-3081

KR-2 still in the unopened original box. It needs an engine. Asking $2,500.00 Mrs. Robert W.
Bargo, 1125 Yearsly Drive, Dover, DE 19902 (302) 674-2437

For Sale: 6 Bedroom/4+ bath home, on the runway at Pecan Plantation. 40'x50' hangar
with bathroom, bi-fold door. 34' gunite pool & spa. Screened porch. Office, fireplace, central
vac. Over 4000 sq ft. now reduced to $378,000. billorcutt@aol.com (817) 578-4280
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UPCOMING

EVENTS

Oct 22-24 Reklaw FIv—|n Texas
enjoying explodmg p

Oct 8-9

Oct 30-31

Nov ﬁ

Bl i

Lvery time 1 ﬂy and am forcecf to remove my shoes, T'm gmteﬁ/f
Richard Reid is not known as the Underwear Bomber.

— Douglas Manuel, aerospace executive regards airport security. Reported in USA
Today, 13 March 2003
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2010 CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS

President

John McComas

Prez@eaa983.org

(817) 736-0320

Vice President

Doug Crumrine

vprez@eaa983.org

(817) 573-1220

Secretary/Treasurer Pam Fisher secretary@eaa983.org (541) 419-8520
Tech Counselors Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org (817) 279-7590
Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org

Martin Sutter

tech3@eaa983.org

(817) 579-0737
(817) 579-8765

Ken Morgan

tech4@eaa983.org

(817) 573-1669

Flight Advisors

Don Saint

flight1@eaa983.org

(817) 578-7339

Dave Christman

flight2@eaa983.org

(817) 279-9899

Steve Wilson

flight3@eaa983.org

(817) 279-1379

Website

Bill Eslick

webguy@eaa983.org

Librarian/ Photos

Marcia Walker

photos@eaa983.org

(817) 578-3369

Young Eagles

Karen Tucker

yeagle@eaa983.org

)

(817) 475-2194
)
)

(817) 279-9237

Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org (817) 279-7420
Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org (817) 573-7768
Newsletter Andy Shane ndshane@gmail.com (817) 578-7377
Directors Gary Bricker, Sam Butler,

Dick Keyt, Jim Crain

Chapter Projects

Dick Keyt

Don Saint

Sid Tucker

Dwight Hill

Greg Walker

Dave & Wendy Moore
Rick and Monica Richardson
Ron Schuster

Damon Berry

Larry Henney

Charles Williams
Gary Green

Shawn Scott

Don Doubleday

Jerry Althouse

John Kleber

Bob & Pam Fisher

Polen Special and a Thorp T-18
Kitfox Super Sport

DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth”.
Murphy Rebel

RV-8A

RV-10

RV-7A

1986 Bushby Mustang Il

1939 T-Craft

Lancair IV

GP4 Rebuild

Wag-Aero Cuby

RV-4

Thorp T-18CW

Challenger Il Rebuild

Lancair Legacy

RV-7A

(Send additions and corrections to webguy@eaa983.org)




ADVERT ITSERS
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REAL ESTALLE BROKER

Specralieing in Pecan Planiarion Airpark Propervies

Pecan Foods Geambary. Teras 76047
817-579-5300 carol@plancplace.com

(817) 573-7393
7 AMto 8 PM - 7 Days a week -

Air Salvage of Dallas, Inc.

CLEBURNE PROPANE CO.

Containerize compleote Aircraft
for Overseas shipment

. Used Parts Sales

- Buy & Sell Problem Alreraft

. Damaged Alroraft Storage

- Accident Investigation

R "
e anes S

24171 Hwy. 377 E. | Granbury, Toxas 76049

Tony Dobbs 1361 Porris Rd. Metro (817) 2798750 Granbury
Lancaster, TX 75146
www. asod.com 9722271111 S00.336.-6399 Max Cralg “Senving This Area
tony* asod.com 972.227.6176 Fax General Manager Since 1946
———— -
The First National Bank
AVERY TOOLS  |..:so-
Lending Officer
Pocan Branch Manager
ROBERT Jubny i PO Box 400
' botaaverytooks com = JdyagBavenytooks. com Granbury, TX 76048
a NB Granbury:817-579-5677
2 2 Fax: 817-579-56T
411 Aviator Drive 800-652-8379 Maﬂ* ax: 817-579-5679
Fort Worth, TX 76179 fax §17-439-8402 Yours msirols@nbgranbury.com

Clean Cut lawn Care
Dacid and Tanuny Gomez
2387 CR 2021
(/-/«'Il /\'('-\1', Tovas 76043
Bob Funk Cowboy 817-279-3279
Phone: 817-579-0842 ) -

ICell: 214-417-8556
Fax:817.579-0832

A—
CAMPUS AVIONICS SERVICES
Sales Service and Installation
FAA Repair Station OWLR426L
LARRY CHEATWOOOD
Hanger 100, Cleburne Murnscipal Arport BI7) 47RO
Hanger 31, East FT. Worth Spinks Alport  (817) 4544444

Jesse
Stevens

Van

SHEPHERD'S  ~™'™

i &

CABINET SHOP _
High Computer
Quality Designed

SHOP S17-579-X40X 30140 Western 1hlls
CELL ¥17.247.2314  Granbury, TN 76049
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| = James W. Haley Jr., D.D.S.
Q% Family Dentistry
D )\
2591 NW Loop
4 Stephenzille, TX 76401

Office: (254) 968-7505

GRANBURY

Granbury Municipal Airport
400 Howard Clemmons Rd * Granbury, Tx 76048
817-579-8533 * FAX 817-573-1436

“oeming App«lmu
Available

AWOS 118925 * 817-573.7514
awport a granbury org
Elevation 777 GhD)

Fax: (254) 968-5469

MILTON SCHULTZ, JR.
REGISTERED PHARMACIST
OWNER

GLEN ROSE DISCOUNT DRUG, INC.

BUS (254) 8972711
RES (254) 897-3005
FAX (254) 879-3751

1300 HWY 67 W,
P.O. BOX 787
GLEN ROSE, TEXAS

Buy this space

Stm Pol F iber

Aircraft pamt and covering

FO W
Your local aircraft paint source
See Chip or Berni at:
9910 Airpark Drive Granbury, Texas
817-279-8045

"'573-0444

Contact Ed Brown
Chapter 983

7)( O/ /‘/{/11(/

MEDI A
CENTER

&\6\ CLOSE to home,
or Pecan & DeCordova Bend residents!

o
X-RAY LABORATORY s
« Newest digital technology One-time need or Sptr——>
= Higher quality images regularly scheduled labs: , “
« X-rays posted over Internet for *» Microbiology « Hematology i
immediate physician review « Coagulation gl
- « General and Special Chemistry LEN

e

. For 15 years, meeting the Gold Seal requirements of the Joint
Commission on Accreditation of Mealthcare Orgomzations (JCAMO).

Serving ANY physiclan’s orders called in or faxed to 817 7/ 573-16
Appointments or Walk-Ins / Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.pecanmaodical .com « Most Insurance ard Medicare accepted.
Village at Pecan Phase |l « 2800 Village Road, Suite 108
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* WAGON YARD x

HOME & VINTAGE MUSIC & OLD
OFFICE FURNITURE RADIO SHOWS ON CD'S
LIGHTING & CEILING FANS CLOCKS - HOME DECOR
LEATHER SOFAS TIN CEILING PANELS
MODEL PLANES AND SO MUCH MORE
Mon.- Sat.  8:30-5:30 213 N. Crockett
817.573.5321 Dosmtown (:ranbary
www.wagonyard.com
Carpet s Wood oo + Ceramic The  Foors & Wel + Laminates Uncle George's
}SOMEJRVEJLLF OORS Sporting Goods
COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL > e
SHIRLEY WILLIAMSON Guas  +Ammunition  * Gunsmithing
Owner/President * Archery * CHL Classes * Trap & Skeet
* Rifle & Pistol Range  * Deer Processing
4575 N. Hwy 144 254-897-3097 v
Granbury, TX 76048 Fax: 254-897-3655 4384 So. Hwy. 144 Glen Rose, TX 76043
GRANBURY
GOLF C ARS

ROCKIN \S/ CONsT,

Design - Build
Metal Building Systems

Aircraft

Commercial

Industrial ‘817) 573 4521 Agriculture

Complete Turnkey Construction by X et
rockins.net
5530 W. Highway 377, Granbury, TX 76048 | o o

ELIZABETH BEZEREDI
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SPORT AVIATIO 2230 Alvport Drive

COMPANY Galnesvitie, Texas 70240
Share Stuart ASPAA a17-300-8002

.-mad

com
PUCNE 040812-2044
FAX BO-813.3011
P — Y

Tomlinson Avionics of Texas, Inc.
YOUR AVIONICS SPECIALIST!

CERsNa
_’_—\!me“
‘?&“ ‘“.\’-X-\m:m s
— °/° | ENSTROM ec
o ] mossson FLYWEIGHT™ STARTERS
(\ _—-";;/. MAAT
"‘@'v«z-_-..' j sen COME SEE US AT GDJ — T
A e B v GRANBURY REGIONAL ARPORT 149-
— " MOONE 149-NL
el 817-573-2250

www.skytecair.com

L?E@EL%{E' Do you like the new
To reduce costs, consider format? | want to hear from
receiving this newsletter on Updates Needled you at ndshane@gmail.com
line. Contact for

corrections to conventional Send narrative and photos to Or. call 817 578-7377
- ndshane@gmail.com or mail to ’
mailing address, or to

9625 Air Park Drive, Granbury,

change to online format.
Texas 76049
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