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Chapter 983 Newsletter 
October 2008 

 
PO Box 5191 Granbury, TX. 76049 

Visit us at: www.eaa983.org 

Chapter 983 meets every second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hangar. N.E. corner of the runway 

September Chapter Meeting  

President Dana Segler called the meeting to order and guests Mike Willett 
and Louise Rau were introduced.  Debbie Dewey was not present, but sent 

a financial report that we are still “���� ” with over $5,000 in the bank. 

Doug Crumrine announced that all team lead positions are filled for the Fall 
Fly-In on Nov. 8.  Food - Martin & Claudia Sutter , Parking - Dick Carmi-
chael , Spot Landing - Charlie Adams , Set-up/Teardown - Dick Jones , 
Young Eagles - Karen Tucker , Raffle - Debbie Keyt.  

Dick Jones reported on a proposal to change the by-laws to require a 7-
person Board of Directors.  The three top officers would serve their 2-year 

term with 4 other elected directors serving overlapping 4-year terms.  Dick gave formal notice so that 
we can vote next month. 

Sam Butler was congratulated for his RV-7A first flight on August 13.  Now has 16 hours on the 
Hobbs using Grand Rapids glass. (See photos inside this edition). 

Rich Chiappe asked for assistance with his Scout Troop Aviation Merit Badge Weekend & Camp-
out, October 18 - 19. 

Sid Tucker thanked the chapter for donating blood for Paula Wood, and warned of an up-coming 
TFR which would impact 0TX1 and Granbury for a few hours. 

V.P. John McComas presented a briefcase to be raffled off at the meeting, noted the excellent arti-
cle in the Hood County News about Dick Keyt and his summer interns, and announced that Kelly 
Rapp will attend the next meeting to report on her attendance at Airventure and the Aviation Acad-
emy. 

John continued with our tradition of Know Your Members:   

Bruce Wilson learned to fly at the USAF Aero Club in 1960 ($4/hr wet).  He 
spent a couple of years as a police officer before walking in to Braniff in 1965 
and pretty much getting hired on the spot.  After Braniff went bankrupt in 
1982, Bruce spent the next 7 years at 5 different airlines.  He was hired by 
American in 1989, and stayed until retirement.  Bruce now flies with the Civil 
Air Patrol locally. 
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Murray Sloan had no interest in airplanes as a kid.  He entered AFROTC 
in college (to avoid packing a rifle, I presume) and retired 31 years later.  
He flew a C-150 in college, racked up 3000 hours, 10 years and 2 tours 
in the F-4, then joined the Aggressor Squadron with T-38s and F-5s for 4 
years.  Next came 2000 hours and 10 years in the F-15.  When he re-
tired, Southwest Airlines hired him for 11 years until he hit that magic 60.  
Murray also has 3000 hours of light plane time on wheels, skis and floats, 
lots of that in the mountains of the West and Alaska.  He owned a Chero-
kee 6 that failed him, and he says the insurance company bought him a 
Comanche while he was still in the hospital! 

Our program was presented by Tim Roehl , President of GAMI (General 
Aviation Modifications, Inc.) and Tornado Alley Turbo, Inc. in Ada, OK. 

Tim explained a structural mod program they have for 
the T-34, noted their GAMIjector system and their 
state-of-the-art engine test cells.   

Using charts and graphs he went in to detail on the-
ory and practice of balancing fuel flow to each cylin-
der to allow lean-of-peak operation.   

This not only allows cylinders to operate at lower peak pressures and lower temperatures, but re-
duced emissions, as CO is almost nil at lean of peak. 

He detailed their PRISM system (Pressure Reactive Individual Spark Management) and how it 
may allow use of lower octane UL avgas.  It can vary the spark event by as much as 35° in an at-
tempt to keep peak pressure at 15° ATDC. 

Their SUPPLENATOR is a 35-40 amp sup-
plemental alternator being certified as pri-
mary power for electronic ignition.  The 
panel unit monitors both alternators plus 
vacuum. 

Turbo Alley is working with Cirrus now to supply the turbo systems for their G3. 

Many thanks to Tim and his bride for their dedication.  They drove down a day early to avoid the 
hurricane. 

Light Chop  
(things that “bump” your brain) 
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· An Engine: “a machine with insufficient power”   (Tim Roehl) 
 
· Here is a tip for you international travelers:  check the expiration date on your passport BE-

FORE you get to the airport.  (sorry, Dick.  I had to do it.) 



3 RV-8 Testimonial 
 

 
Husband:  We 
have to pack 
light!!  Do not take 
anything that you 
do not need. 
  
Wife:  Ok 
honey.    : ) 
  
Husband: 
WHAT!!  
  
Wife:  Sweetie, I 
need all of this and 
I have packed 
light.  I cut back 
on several out-
fits.  I cannot leave 
anything else behind!!! I need my coffee pot, my iron, all my shoes, my fans, an extra 
backpack to carry my purchases, all my beauty supplies, my computer, my DVD 
player with all my DVD’s, my pillow and an extra blanket in case we get cold! 
  
Wife:  Do you have much to take? 
  
Have you ever wondered how much an RV-8 can carry?   The suitcase alone 
weighed 40 pounds, just ask Gary Green, he had to lift it!  
  
Wife:  Thank goodness I was able to ship several items home that I had purchased 
while in Oshkosh!!!   : )  
  

(Ed Note:  Happy to say the Christman’s made it hom e safe and sound.) 

Congratulations to Sam Butler  
on his first flight of his RV-7A on August 13, 2008  

Another one of those “RV Grins”. Dual Grand Rapid displays and a 
fighter pilot stick grip. 
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CHAPTER PROJECTS 
 
Steve & Barb Wilson   Temco Swift (GC-1B), 1948  
Nick Easterling    RV-8 
Dick Keyt     Polen Special and a Thorp T-18 
Don Saint     Kitfox Super Sport  
Sid Tucker     DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth”.  
Dwight Hill     Murphy Rebel  
Mike Babin     Texas Sport  
Greg Walker     RV-8A   
Dave & Wendy Moore   RV-10 
Rick and Monica Richardson  RV-7A  
Ron Schuster    1986 Bushby Mustang II  
Damon Berry     1939 T-Craft  
Larry Henney    Lancair IV 
Charles Williams    GP4 Rebuild 
Pete Anderson    RV-12 
Gary Green     Wag-Aero Cuby 
Dick Jones     Kolb Firestar (rebuild) 

(Send additions and corrections to webguy@eaa983.org) 
 

 
Update on Andersons’ RV-12 Project 

Hand holds are an 
integral part of the 

wingtips 

Hand holds come in handy when 
removing the quick-disconnect 
wings.  Note the sockets for the 
two wing attach fittings.  Spars 
overlap so the holes match and 

each “pin” holds both spars. 

Nice clean 
flap hinge 
mechanism. 

Fuselage should 
be here early 

October. 
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Garmin 496 GPS tip from Lee Clements  
  
During prepping my GlaStar for a short local flight, I found my portable Garmin 496 GPS had gone 
"stupid."  It wouldn't or couldn't acquire any satellites.  It worked fine just the week before and has 
never given a lick of trouble over the last couple of years.  Nothing in the manual gave a clue as what 
to do.   
 
An email to Garmin Product Support returned this tip: "The problem most likely lies within the satellite 
almanac in the unit.  In order to reset the almanac and load a new one, start with the unit turned 
off.  Next, press and hold the OUT button on the unit.  While pressing the OUT button, turn on the 
power to the unit.  Continue holding the OUT button for approximately 12 seconds and then re-
lease.  Press ENTER which will bring up the satellite page which will display AUTO LOCATE at the 
top.  From here, leave the unit turned on with a clear view of the sky and the unit will collect and store 
new satellite almanac data."   
 
Sure enough, it worked just like they said it would.  Everything is back to normal.  I followed up with 
Garmin to ask what may have caused the problem in the first place.  They simply said a corrupted 
satellite almanac can be caused by not using the GPS for a long period of time (not in my case) or 
that the GPS may get lost if used in one location then turned off and turned on at another distant lo-
cation (also not the case here).  So, I really don't know what caused the problem, but if it happens 
again, I'll know what to do.  I wonder why the AUTO LOCATE mode isn't explained in the manual?   
 
One final comment.  I tried this tip on my Garmin 196 and found it has no effect.  By the way, the sat-
ellite almanac consists of coarse orbit and status information for each satellite in the constella-
tion.  The other data stream transmitted from the satellites is called ephemeris data giving the satel-
lite's own precise orbit information. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.      texlee@sbcglobal.net  

Early bird gets the worm ……. 
And the smooth air! 

Yet another proposal for the Cresson bypass 
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President Dana Segler Prez@eaa983.org (817) 279-0808 

Vice President John McComas vprez@eaa983.org (817) 736-0320 

Secretary/Treasurer Debbie Dewey secretary@eaa983.org (817) 573-4108 

Tech Counselors Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org (817) 279-7590 

 Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org (817) 579-0737 

 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org (817) 579-8765 

 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org (817) 573-1669 

Flight Advisors Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org (817) 579-0941 

 Dave Christman flight2@eaa983.org (817) 279-9899  

 Steve Wilson flight3@eaa983.org (817) 279-1379  

Newsletter/ Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org (817) 579-5593 

Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker photos@eaa983.org (817) 578-3369 

Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org (817) 279-9237 

Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org (817) 279-7420 

Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org (817) 573-7768 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 

Oct 11 Chapter Meeting - Kelly Rapp Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Oct 23-26 Copperstate Fly-In Casa Grande,      AZ (KCGZ)  

Oct 25 Pancake Breakfast Granbury Apt.,     TX (KGDJ) 

Nov 8 Fall Fly-In & Membership Night Party (see web site) Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Dec 5 EAA Christmas Party Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

 

 

2006 Flight Design CTSW .  Best selling S-LSA in the country.  Fully equipped.  Cruise @120 kts on 5 gph--autogas.    High pressure 
strut pumps .  Pecan discount price--$ 150 including coupler.  Jerry Althouse 817-579-0737 althouse@charter.net 

Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor . IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 817 326-6293. sa-
ber@itexas.net 

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $58.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for both wear protection and 
corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-
7590 flykeyts@charter.net 

For Sale F.8L Falco TTAF 230; SMOH 230. Italian design – looks great, flys fast, based 0TX1. Plans built excellent construction. IO-320 
Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr, cruise @ 155 kt, aerobatic design loads. $85,000. Contact Roy Henderson @ 206.399.6980 or ifraviator@aol.com. 

1/4 Share 1979 Cessna 172N.    Annual completed in November 2007.  Based at Pecan.  $10,000.00 or reasonable offer.  Mike Bradley 
817-279-9359 
 
1990 Campbell Super Cub, 1/2 interest for sale.   160 HP TTSN 1064, TTSM 137, full electric, transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav 
and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a replica of a PA-18.  1750 
Gross Weight.  Hangared at 0TX1. $26,000.  Joe Sasser at 817-579-0903 or Bill Bohlke at 800-653-9177 

Champion spark plugs.  RHM 38E, RHM 40E, M41E, AC HSR 88. New $10 ea. Barely used RHB 37E, RHM 38P and M41N free to 
good homes. A/C Delco engine hoist w/ load leveler.  New $270. now $100. Wide variety of AN, NAS, MS hardware. Screws, washers, 
bolts, Adel clamps. ½ Spruce price. Contact Damon at  famber@charter.net or 817 573-3444   

FREE Flight Reviews, Instrument Proficiency Checks,  GARMIN 430/530/G1000 instruc-
tion, DFW Class B refreshers, etc . for all chapter members in their aircraft. Ben Wilson 
CFI,CFII,MEI (817)578-9445  

CLASSIFIEDS  (Always see website for the latest updates.) 


