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Chapter 983 Newsletter 
September 2008 

 
PO Box 5191 Granbury, TX. 76049 

Visit us at: www.eaa983.org 

Chapter 983 meets every second Saturday at 10:00 am in The Houseman Hangar. N.E. corner of the runway 

Dana called the August meeting to order, to order, …   Debbie 
Dewey proclaimed in accounting lingo that “We’ve got plenty of money.”  
 
VP John McComas continued asking/assigning volunteers to recount their fly-
ing career and how it brought them to Chapter 983 (c’mon, you know you 
want to do it.). This week it was Steve Wilson and Doug Crumrine. 
 
Steve saw his first Swift at 8 years 
old and decided then to make it a life 
goal to own one. 24 years later he 
had his first and has just recently 
completed his second. Swift #1 is a 

familiar sight around here. Very stock with the sliding win-
dows ala Ercoupe and its 0-300 power plant. The new one 
has several mods, most noticeable is the Continental IO-
360 putting out at least 210 HP vs the originals 145. Steve 
described his career and his sampling of various different 
aspects of aviation. CFI, Charter pilot, mechanic and finally 
retiring from the NTSB as an accident investigator. This 
was where Steve and Barb met Dave Boldenow who told them about Pecan and Chapter 983. 
Steve’s built a couple of experimentals and has held just about all Chapter offices in his different lo-
cations around the country. 

 
Doug Crumrine was also an early aviation fan and may be the 
youngest joining EAA member among us all. Joining at 10 he 
built his first experimental, a set of wings for his bicycle. The fly-
ing characteristics were unpredictable and resulted in damage 
to him and the craft but did not diminish his enthusiasm. After 
high school he enlisted in the Air Force and was trained in tech-
nical and maintenance fields and earned his A&P. The flying 
urge never left him so he transferred to the National Guard and 
went to college and got the required degree to be accepted into 
the flight program. After 27 years of service and flying A-37’s 
and F-16’s Doug just recently retired. He is currently working for 

American and improving his RV 8 which he says is as satisfying as flying the F-16. 
 
Dick Keyt thanked everyone for the contributions to the Polen Foundation which had a very success-
ful summer with four high school student interns. Three of them were from the Granbury high school 
aviation program and one from a Wisconsin EAA affiliation. He thanked Chapter members who have 
contributed $4500 and hours of volunteer assistance to date. 
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Doug Crumrine, who has been nominated as ��������	
����	
�����	���	
�������	�������������	��	
�������	���	����  has put out the call for people to head each of the individual functions of the Fly-
In. As always these jobs are primarily phone call and scheduling jobs. There is never a shortage 
of volunteers just several folks to coordinate them in each of the areas. Don’t make him ask, 
call Doug now.   Thanks to Connie and Mack Angel who provided refreshments. 
 
The program was provided by Jim Sherman of Monarch Air in Addison . Monarch is the Re-
gional Cessna Dealer and Jim is their Light Aircraft Sales Manager. He brought along a Colum-
bia 400 for us to enjoy. Who could not like a TSIO-550, twin turbo powered Lexus to travel 
around in? Lots of us gazed appreciatively at that ship. 
   
       Jim gave a fascinating history of the Cessna  
       company beginning with Clyde Cessna‘s start in 
       1911 right up to today. Here’s a few interesting  
       tidbits from his presentation: To date, over  
       150,000 a/c sold. 1995 product liability bill al- 
       lowed Cessna to get back into the light single  
       engine market. They are now back big time with 
       the Skyhawk, Skylane, Stationair and Columbia 
       lines. 
       The newest addition is the one that’s gotten the 
       most recent press, the Skycatcher LSA. Alarmed 
       by an 80% drop in student starts in the last five 
       years Cessna realized that the future market for 
their products was rapidly thinning. Hopefully we’ve seen the reincarnation of the C-150 and af-
fordable training. Built under the less stringent LSA manufacturing rules, the Skycatcher could 
have been on the market today but Cessna wanted  
to avoid the pit fall of several manufacturers whose  
products are not holding up to training abuse.  
Though not required for LSA they are submitting the  
Skycatcher to all the rigorous testing required of a  
certified aircraft, including drop tests (I’ve conducted  
a number of those myself on 150’s). The finished  
product should be worth waiting for. So far 1200  
have been sold which will take two years to build  
and the initial order for 0-200 engines from Conti- 
nental is 2000. Along with their jet fleet and entry  
into the composite line, Cessna looks like a power- 
house for years to come.                        (Many thanks to Damon for this report.) 
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Update from Debbie :  Our Spring Fly-in  was very successful; revenue - fun - PR - and weather-wise.  
For the Spring Fly-in we had a budget of $3000 for expenses, with return of $3700 in total donations, we planned to net 
approx $700.   The actual expenses were $1983.43,  return total was $3042.25, net donations were $1158.82. 
  
Our Budget for sending our candidate  to Oshkosh EAA Air Academy  is $1500.00  This includes the $1000 cost plus 
airfare.   We were able to save some costs as airfare was $ 365.00 and we were able to apply our $112 Young Eagles 
credit towards the Air Academy. (Thanks to all who flew Young Eagles). Total dollar cost was $1253.50.  Kelly will be 
attending Session 1, July 22-30, 2008. 
  
We planned for 100 members in our chapter for this year.  We now have a total of 130 members .   Our newest two 
members joined at our July meeting;  Welcome to Kenneth Barnes from Benbrook, and Michael Gray  from Fort Worth.  
Remember that our November 8th meeting will be a membership/hangar pa rty after the Fly-In .  This would be a 
good time to renew your membership for 2009, and get your tickets for our Christmas Party on December 5th.  
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OSHKOSH REPORT 2008 

By Damon Berry 
 
What a great time to be in Wisconsin and not Texas! 
 
The DFW area had 105 degrees plus and no end in sight during Oshkosh week. Usually there is at 
least one front to traverse on the flight to and from OSH and a day or two with either thunderstorms 
or blazing heat at the show. In the dorms those hot days can not only be uncomfortable but can 
turn a normally tender and loving couple into a pair of snarling, spitting beasts who just might rip 
the throat out of each other for the slightest perceived transgression. 
 
DON’T ASK ME HOW I KNOW THIS! 
 
This year, no weather concerns at all. (and my throat has finally healed) 

Once again, the Christman’s, Berry’s and Moore’s flew up to 
the Green hacienda at the Valley Airport in Northern Arkansas 
where they staged for an early Saturday morning flight to avia-
tion’s promised land. Maxine Green fed and entertained us but 
was unable to travel in Gary’s new T-18 again this year due to 
a bad back. Here’s hoping for next year. 
 

After arrival and checking 
in at the dorms the very 
first stop is Kelly’s Bar 
which services all the at-
tendees staying at the 
dorms. It’s the mandatory 
meeting place every night and you always know where to go 
at the end of the day. 
 
Five or six years ago a 
bunch of us took down a 
ceiling tile at Kelly’s and 
decorated it for posterity. 
This year we did another 
one under the banner of 
Chapter 983 and along 
with a bunch of odd artis-
tic contributions we tried 
to include the names of 
all those from the Chapter 
that we knew were in at-
tendance.  
 
The Moores, Don Saint, Lewis’ and Crumrines were camp-
ing. The Wilsons brought their new Swift. The Keyts; young 
and old as well as their interns. The Gary’s, Green & Cotner. 
The Sassers, Winfields and Gary Bricker. All the Sky Tec 
Chiappes and Staples and the Plane Power Klodds with Jim 
Crain were there as well. 

                 Topping off the tanks  

                 Time to saddle up  

                        Dawn patrol 

Chapter 983 / Kelly's ceiling tile    
project 
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CHAPTER PROJECTS 
 
Steve & Barb Wilson   Temco Swift (GC-1B), 1948  
Nick Easterling    RV-8 
Dick Keyt     Polen Special and a Thorp T-18 
Don Saint     Kitfox Super Sport  
Sid Tucker     DeHavilland DH-82A “Tiger Moth”.  
Dwight Hill     Murphy Rebel  
Mike Babin     Texas Sport  
Greg Walker     RV-8A   
Dave & Wendy Moore   RV-10 
Rick and Monica Richardson  RV-7A  
Ron Schuster    1986 Bushby Mustang II  
Damon Berry     1939 T-Craft  
Larry Henney    Lancair IV 
Sam Butler     RV-7A      FLYING 
Charles Williams    GP4 Rebuild 
Pete Anderson    RV-12 
Gary Green     Wag-Aero Cuby 
Dick Jones     Kolb Firestar (rebuild) 

(Send additions and corrections to webguy@eaa983.org) 
 

 

Don Saint with  
“some assembly required” 

Vertical stab/rudder 
formers are in. 

7-cylinder Rotec on mock 
firewall to size oil tanks. 

Should look something 
like this eventually. 

Dick Jones with the 
“before” version of his 

Firestar…... 



5 The Dennis Polen Aviation Educational Foundation  
 
Curious about what was going on over there, I dropped in and found 
Chip Mull going over the basics of fabric covering.  Looking on are in-
terns Amy Gesch (Pewaukee, WI), and Cody Campbell (Granbury 
HS).  Doug Bernhof and Rey Garces (both from Granbury HS) are not 
pictured. 
 
These interns, guided by Dick Keyt , have 
been learning shop skills that will serve 
them for the rest of their lives.  They are re-

storing a Bellanca 1950 Cruisemaster that made its way via the Build-a-
Plane Foundation to Granbury High School.  According to Dick, this is the 
first Build-a-Plane project that will actually be returned to service.  Other 
projects have only been used as teaching tools, and remained in pieces. 

 
Cody  has designed, fabricated and welded an adapter for the front of 
the fuselage.   
 

Doug Bernhof has designed and fabri-
cated the rear adapter.  These two 
adapters will allow the Bellanca fuselage        

 to be mounted in Dick’s “rotisserie” to 
facilitate refurbishing the aircraft. 

 
 
 
 

   Amy  shows off her electrical  
skills by rewiring the circuit breaker  

panel on the Polen Special. 
 
 
 
 
The interns put together  
this partial mold for a new  
cowling for the Polen Special. 

 
Damon Berry spent several days teaching the art of “TIG” welding to the interns.  Damon, Don 
Saint and Bill Stoeppel  donated their time and expertise to give flying lessons to the interns.  Bill 
Stoeppel donated the use of his Cessna 172.  This is just another example of what great people we 
have here! 
 
 

Another new arrival at Pecan. 
2007 Kolb Firestar II 
40 HP 
325 lbs empty/ 725 lbs gross 
20 Hrs TTAE 
Imported from Minnesota by your editor. 
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President Dana Segler Prez@eaa983.org (817) 279-0808 

Vice President John McComas vprez@eaa983.org (817) 736-0320 

Secretary/Treasurer Debbie Dewey secretary@eaa983.org (817) 573-4108 

Tech Counselors Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org (817) 279-7590 

 Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org (817) 579-0737 

 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org (817) 579-8765 

 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org (817) 573-1669 

Flight Advisors Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org (817) 579-0941 

 Dave Christman flight2@eaa983.org (817) 279-9899  

 Steve Wilson flight3@eaa983.org (817) 279-1379  

Newsletter/ Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org (817) 579-5593 

Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker photos@eaa983.org (817) 578-3369 

Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org (817) 279-9237 

Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org (817) 279-7420 

Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org (817) 573-7768 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 

Sep 13 Chapter Meeting - Update from GAMI folks Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Sep 27 Pancake Breakfast Granbury Apt.,     TX (KGDJ) 

Oct 11 Chapter Meeting  Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

Oct 25 Pancake Breakfast Granbury Apt.,     TX (KGDJ) 

Nov 8 Fall Fly-In & Membership Night Party (see web site) Pecan Plantation, TX (0TX1) 

 

 

2006 Flight Design CTSW .  Best selling S-LSA in the country.  Fully equipped.  Cruise @120 kts on 5 gph--autogas.    High pressure 
strut pumps .  Pecan discount price--$ 150 including coupler.  Jerry Althouse 817-579-0737 althouse@charter.net 

Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor . IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 817 326-6293. sa-
ber@itexas.net 

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $58.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for both wear protection and 
corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-
7590 flykeyts@charter.net 

1944 PT-19. 1070TT, 325 SMOH, Electrical system, starter, Garmin GNC 300, GPS/COM. Mode C, Canopy for all-weather flying, Ceco-
nite 101 in 1991, All logbooks and support equipment. Flies like a Cub! $69K Tom 817 579-1850 

For Sale F.8L Falco TTAF 230; SMOH 230. Italian design – looks great, flys fast, based 0TX1. Plans built excellent construction. IO-320 
Lycoming, 8.5 g/hr, cruise @ 155 kt, aerobatic design loads. $85,000. Contact Roy Henderson @ 206.399.6980 or ifraviator@aol.com. 

1/4 Share 1979 Cessna 172N.    Annual completed in November 2007.  Based at Pecan.  $10,000.00 or reasonable offer.  Mike Bradley 
817-279-9359 
 
1990 Campbell Super Cub, 1/2 interest for sale.   160 HP TTSN 1064, TTSM 137, full electric, transponder, encoder, 720 radio, nav 
and landing lights, Husky seats. Licensed Experimental with PMA wings, Cleveland brakes, and is basically a replica of a PA-18.  1750 
Gross Weight.  Hangared at 0TX1. $26,000.  Joe Sasser at 817-579-0903 or Bill Bohlke at 800-653-9177 

Champion spark plugs.  RHM 38E, RHM 40E, M41E, AC HSR 88. New $10 ea. Barely used 
RHB 37E, RHM 38P and M41N free to good homes. A/C Delco engine hoist w/ load leveler.  
New $270. now $100. Wide variety of AN, NAS, MS hardware. Screws, washers, bolts, Adel 
clamps. ½ Spruce price. Contact Damon at  famber@charter.net or 817 573-3444   

CLASSIFIEDS  (Always see website for the latest updates.) 


