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December Meeting Deteriorates Into Rowdy Party
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They just keep getting better. As in years past, the Chapter Christmas Party (and it never will be a “Holiday
Party”) was a blast. Every seat was sold out and dancing stopped at 11:00 when the band shut down. Dinner
was terrific and the Pecan Club and kitchen did a wonderful job. Donna Christman and her assistant Donna
Berry ran it this year and that's why their pictures are on the newsletter cover twice. That and one of them
sleeps with the editor.

We need old friends to help us grow old and new friends to help us stay young. —Letty Cottin Pogrebin




Gloria and Bruce Wilson, Gerry and Barbara Dick Carmichael, Bob Satterwhite, Barb Carmichael
Althouse and Murray Sloan

Service Awards; Debbie Steppling, Barb and Steve
Wilson, Bill Eslick Dave Christman and Dick Jones

One of the reasons we have so many happy
Chapter men (besides airplanes)

Sandy Rozell, Gene Keyt, Carol Adams and
Harriet Keyt




PA from the Captain: ROE WALKER

What a great year 2005 was for chapter 983! Kudos to
Dick Jones and his crew for their outstanding leadership and accomplishments for the past year. The incoming
crew will do our best to keep up the standards of excellence that have been set. Toward that end, we have met
with the outgoing officers to ensure a “seamless transition” of chapter activities. Here’s looking forward to another
great 983 year, and, as always, if you have any ideas for programs for the year — get them to Chip or myself.

That was a great Christmas party. | had a good time and it looked like everyone else did too. Many thanks
to Donna Christman, Donna Berry, Susan Bunn, Debbie Keyt, Debbie Scanlan, Lana Kraeszig, Linda Orcutt, and
Gloria Wilson for all of their efforts.

I’'m sure that everyone knows about Anthony’s proposal for constructing a “Landings” runway and T
hangers in the Ravenswood/Claremount area. Several Airpark residents attended a Planning Commission
meeting on the 22" where Anthony was asking for approval of his plan. There was a lively discussion primarily
concerning water runoff issues, and noise generation - particularly from Retreat residents. Ron Hamill made a
very cogent presentation on the part of the PPOA residents. The Commission deferred a decision, and asked
PPOA and Anthony to get together and see if the issues can be resolved internally. Stay tuned!! -Roe

The Safety Note

I've got a neighbor. A while back he bought a
new plane with some very different landing
characteristics than the ones he was used to.
Wisely, he got together with some guys familiar
with that type of aircraft for some dual and
began to get comfortable with landings. He
practiced a lot. On calm evenings | would
frequently see him taxiing out and hear him
doing touch and go’s. Often, they were touch
and touch and touch and go-arounds. As we
talked over the months, most of his stories
revolved around his landing adventures. But he
got better with every try. Eventually | noticed him
taxiing out with a little breeze blowing. Great!

A visit to the NTSB website www.ntsb.gov
allows a look at the General Aviation statistical
report from a few years ago. It covers a wide
range of topics but relevant to this article was
their landing accident statistics. Of weather
related accidents, 265 out of 369 were landing
accidents where wind was a factor. Out of 465
total landing accidents, 94 had no wind, 319 had
winds between 1 and 9 kts. Could any of us
have passed a private pilot check ride if we
couldn’t land with a 9 kt. crosswind?

Some of us fly and practice landings frequently,
some of us don’t. Those who don't, | suppose,
just hope that winds stay calm or that they'll get
through somehow, like they always have before.
But, with each passing day those skills drift

further and further away. There will be the day
when you get back home and the winds are 90
degrees to the runway and 15 kts with gusts.
Statistical opportunity for sure!

Here, in our chapter, are several of your friends
who have many hours giving instruction in a
wide range of general aviation airplanes. We
love it and there is nothing more satisfying than
to be able to help another pilot improve his skills.
Let us make a landing or two and consider us
paid. | know, | know, it's tough to risk having
another pilot see you bounce or go around
because of a misjudged approach. But do you
think he hasn't seen that before? Maybe several
hundred times before? As you're climbing back
out he's not thinking, “Bad landing”, he’s
thinking, “What can | say to help correct that on
the next approach”.

You have an airplane, a runway, no wind days
or slight wind days (even better) and options for
help from your friends. On top of it all, is there a
phase of flying more fun than take offs and
landings? Take advantage, take your plane out
and practice and keep those statistical
opportunities to a minimum.

That neighbor of mine? | saw him taxiing out the
other day into a howling wind with a smile on his
face.

- Damon

It is both exhilarating and humbling to be on the tip of the arrow.




“Yea though I walk through the valley...”

There are many things I'm afraid of. Large angry dogs, hexamethylene cyanate fumes, vampires, fly
cutters... The worst of these is the last. Fly cutters have always seemed like a great idea. Inexpensive
tools, with the ability to cut holes in an infinite variety of sizes in many materials. Great idea, everybody
should have one... In reality they are vicious, nasty little monsters with the ability to cut an infinite variety
of holes, rips and gouges in your fingers, clothes and whatever you're working on. Once you get that
scalpel sharp, tool steel blade spinning around, there’s enough torque to twist whatever you’re working on
out of your hands and turn it into a deadly, finger eating demon. Sport Aviation has this to say about using
one: “Never use a fly cutter in a hand held drill. Use it only in a sturdy drill press, and then only when
following a few safety precautions. Always use a backing block of wood. Clamp the metal component and
wood block firmly to the drill press table or plate and use the slowest speed available. Stand well clear of
the assembly, and wear tough leather gloves and tight fitting clothing. Apply pressure slowly so that the
cutter does not “grab’ the material.” Sound operational advice. This is what | recommend: Buy one, put it
in one of the drawers of your toolbox, every now and then open the drawer, sprinkle a little holy water on
it and close it right back up again. Now, about those vampires... -Damon

From The Right Seat: Chip Mull

squadron living amongst us? We have a History

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! from BT-13s to T-6s to F-100s and F-18s.

Congratulations to Chapter 983 for another

successful year, two fantastic fly-ins, a pancake | would like everyone to make a little cheat

breakfast and one great shindig of a Christmas sheet, just a reminder.

party. All were successes! Start with:

As the new VP | would like to thank you for your What day did you solo and where? Or how long

confidence in me. | promise to do my best to have you been flying? By the way, | will kick this

maintain the momentum established in the off with a little self depreciating information

chapter by your previous officers. They have all about myself. Did you fly in the military? If so,

done a fantastic job. | do seminars or where and what was your favorite aircraft?

demonstrations for fabric covering at as many Where were you stationed? Who was the best

chapters that will have us and at the Southwest pilot you ever met? Who was the most famous

Regional Fly-in. Everywhere we go, people pilot you ever met?

know about the Chapter at Pecan Plantation. For the airline types in the audience:

You have a fantastic reputation for being an What airline do you work for or have worked

enthusiastic and active chapter. Let's keep that for? What equipment have you flown? What's

going! your favorite airport?

At the January meeting, | would like to take the What's your least favorite airport? What's your

time to once again “get to know everyone”. | favorite layover? What has been your favorite

know we have all glossed over our flying at the domicile?

meeting once or twice but some of us maybe Now for the craftsmen:

weren't there. Or maybe we missed something Have you built an aircraft? What kind? Were

you said the first time around. Anyway, | still there any surprises? What would you consider

feel like the new kid on the block and would your expertise?

personally love to know more about the history That should be enough to kick off several good

living around us. Did everyone know we have a discussions. We have a tremendous amount of

retired navigator from the original SR-71 talent in our midst. Let's see what we can learn.
- Chip




Calendar of Events

January Chapter Houseman'’s
14 Meeting Hangar
14 EAA 1219 | Angelina Cty.
Fajita Fly- | Airport (KLFK)
In
February
©) DARILSZ JEZEWSK) Fotan Veam March
Chapter 983's Dick Carmichael taxi® by some ﬁ\_qgl ?32 N I(_EKE)land’ Fla.
"other" formation gquys. Nellis AFB
May EAA Hondo, TX.
12-14 Southwest
Regional
. . Fly-In
Notices to Airmen

From Barb Wilson: Tuesday, December 6th at 10:30 PM a herd of about 20 deer were camped
out on the runway (Pecan Plantation). Mike Williaford saw the deer and chased them away. At
this time of year the deer look for warmth. The dark colored pavement can absorb and hold more
heat than the grass. Please use caution when operating at night.

Former President Don Saint has finally received official confirmation of his two “kills” during Ed
Askins’ Red Flag. Damon Berry and Gary Green were the unfortunate victims. Several
outstanding challenges must be resolved prior to Don painting kill markings on his aircraft.

The Developer of Pecan Plantation has announced plans for the building of a second airpark 1.7
miles east of the present Airpark runway. Initial plans indicate it will be day, VFR, paved and
oriented North/South and offer hangar rentals. Pro and Con opinions abound!

Nexrad Radar, AWOS, ASOS in the run-up area or your hotel room for $5/ mo. Go to
http://AVWX.net/demo/ on your web capable cell phone for a free demo.

Good call from Ed Askins. At least for the time being, be very careful about taxiing off the sides
of the runway at Pecan. The trenches dug for the new lighting system are soft and tires may sink
into them. Construction folks are aware and working on it.

Rich Chiappe asks: Do any of you guys have a ®pare©B&C SD-20 alternator (small denso
automotive alternator mounted to a std. vacuum pad) that we could "borrowGor a few MONTHS?
Running condition would be preferred.

Big “Thanks” to Tom Eanes and Steve Mottin for sending in Photos of the Christmas party.
Hmmmmm? Writer and pilot Barry Schiff asked this question of 110 friends and associates.
“Who do you think was or is the greatest pilot of all time?” The results next month.

Send me your thoughts about the above question and I'll compare them with Schiff's.
famber@charter.net




CLASSIFIEDS

'96 RV 6A 1100 SNEW A/C, Eng & Prop. Tip-up canopy, night VFR, VALCOM 760 w/ hard wired David
Clark ANR, KT 76, panel mount Garmin 296, FLightcom I/C, MP-3, CHT, EGT, “G” meter, June Annual,
No damage, always hangared. June Annual, $59,900, Ed Askins, 817 573-7553

Cream Puff '58 Cessna 182A 3820TT 0-470L (230 HP) 588 SMOH (crome cyls), Prop 588 SOH, New
paint, interior in '95.Mk 12D (ILS, VOR) Terra mkr, Narco Comm |l B, KR 86 ADF, KT 76, 4 place I/C, MP
3 jack, EGT, CHT, Century | A/P. No damage or corrosion. Oct Annual. $64,000 Ed Askins 817 573-7553

Complete vacuum system and instruments- Vacuum pump core, Sigma-Tek attitude indicator, ANS
DG, vacuum pressure gauge, regulator, filter, firewall fittings and T's. $450. Contact Damon at
famber@charter.net or 817 573-3444

Three oil analysis kits (Aviation Laboratories), two CH48108 oil filters, $ 10.00 each, Advanced Aircraft
Electronics antenna Model VHF-5T(Com, Nav, ELT), no ground plane needed, $ 75.00.
althouse@charter.net or 817-579-0737

Small Sailboat — Grumman “Teenee” aluminum 9 Ft. Sail Boat and trailer. Includes sails and 1.2 HP
engine-$950 OBO, Contact Jean Houseman at 817-579-1913

Interest — 1979 C172N (N3135E), 3400TT, 1450+ 180HP Penn Yan Engine, Dual Radios, ADF, Mode
C Transponder, Lowrance Airmap 500 Yoke Mount GPS, Intercom. $11,500.00.
Contact Mike Bradley, 817-279-9359, p_bradley@charter.net.

Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. | am now a distributor. It sells for $48.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best
ratings for both wear protection and corrosion prevention. | am donating the profits from sales to the
Dennis N. Polen educational foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-7590 flykeyts@charter.net

Fisher Avenger project All wood low-wing. Cute, honest design. Can be built in ultralight cat. Complete
kit. Fuse boxed. Ribs completed. Some feathers completed. Name your price - no offer refused. Come &
Get it. Call Rich Chiappe w 817-573-2250 or h 817-579-1641.

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS

President Dick Jones esnj@granbury.com 817 573-0818
Vice President Dave Christman dchrisl111@charter.net 817 279-9899
Secretary Bill Steppling bdstep@charter.net 817 573-2280
Treasurer Steve Wilson stephenwilson@charter.net | 817 279-1379
Newsletter Damon Berry famber@charter.net 817 573-3444
Website Bill Eslick N268bl@charter.net 817 579-5593
Tech Counselors Jerry Althouse Althouse @itexas.net 817 579-0737

Dick Keyt flykeyts@charter.net 817 279-7590

Ken Morgan kmorgan@aranbury.com 817 578-3646

Martin Sutter hmsutter@evl.net 817 279-1275
Tools Gary Bricker gbricker@charter.net 817 279-7420
Flight Advisor Don Saint saint@hcnews.com 817 579-0941
Advertising Ed Brown rubyned@charter.net 817 573-7768
Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker rewalkerftw@charter.net 817 578-3369
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