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It’s time to renew your Chapter membership. Bob Satterwhite will be at the 
Chapter meetings collecting dues and info for EAA National. We will not 
send out envelopes this year, please go to the website for more info or call 
Bob. Please, make that check out and send it in now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Martin Sutter Nominated for the Tony Bingelis 
Award 

By Bill Scanlon 

 
 

 Martin Sutter is the 
consummate EAA Technical Counselor. 
His knowledge of the construction and 

maintenance of the Vans RV series of aircraft is legendary. Martin's 
advice, information and counsel are so sought after, that he can 
almost be considered a professional Tech Counselor.  

 Martin began the construction of his first RV project in 
September, 1988. He and wife Claudia started the project in the living 
room of their home and completed the RV6 in May of 1991.Their RV 
was one of the first completed in Texas. N868CM, was, and after 2000 
hours of flight time, still is, a shining example of a Vans aircraft. Having 
completed one of the first Vans airplanes, Martin was sought after for 
advice on completing a homebuilt project. During this time he also 
assumed the presidency of the Denton, TX EAA chapter, after the 
untimely death of the former president. Later on Martin was also vice-president of EAA Chapter 34, Arlington, TX. Many of 
the members of both chapters were counseled by Martin regarding the completion of their projects. 

 Martin retired early, at age 51, and began what essentially is a full time non-paid career of helping 
builders complete their homebuilt projects. Additionally, he started an RV-8 project and completed the major portion of the 
airframe. He sold that uncompleted project as he and wife decided the RV6 better suited their flying needs. Martin began 
helping Bob Avery, of Avery Tools, and taught classes in metal aircraft building, and instructed many first time builders on 
the proper techniques. Also Vans aircraft shipped one of the first "quick build" RV6 projects to Bob Avery. Martin 
completed the airframe construction of this quick build; Ken Scott of Vans Aircraft came to Avery Tools and interviewed 
Martin in order to complete the writing of the construction manual for the quick build kit. So, many of the tips and 
techniques used by RV builders actually came from Martin Sutter.  

 Martin initially had a wooden propeller on his RV6. He offered his airplane for testing for a metal propeller 
to Sensenich Propeller, and he spent several weeks working with their engineers helping to develop a metal propeller for 
the RV aircraft. He has also been one of the first to test the electronic P-mags. Martin has continued to work with Bob 
Avery Tools at the Sun N Fun and AirVenture fly-ins for several years. He is often sought after by builders at the Avery 
booth, not only to get expert advice on the proper tools, but also to get his counsel on     (continued on p.2)          
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From the Right Seat: CHIP MULL 

construction technique.  He is renowned for his encyclopedic knowledge of the Vans construction plans, and ability to help 
builders better understand the construction process. 
 Martin has spent his retirement years helping others build, modify, maintain, and fly their aircraft projects. He has 
helped a handicapped pilot complete a RV6 project which required extensive modification to the aircraft control system to 
enable him to fly his airplane. He also helped this pilot restore the aircraft to normal flight control system when the aircraft 
was sold to another pilot. He has helped to rebuild a RV6 that was extensively damaged in a take-off accident. He has 
spent innumerable hours helping friends complete their homebuilt kits, instructing them on proper aviation construction 
techniques.  Martin and Claudia moved to Pecan Plantation Airpark in Granbury, TX in 1999 and joined EAA Chapter 983, 
the Brazos River Bunch. Quickly recognized as an "RV Guru", he has instructed and advised many builders in Chapter 
983.  There are over 20 flying RV's at Pecan Plantation and Martin has been involved in almost every project, as well as 
many other experimental projects including Dick Keyt's Polan Special.  Additionally, Martin has done the First Flight on 
several RV’s. 

 Martin was born and raised in Switzerland and thanks to the Internet has given construction advice and 
tips to builders in Europe. He has been asked to look at RV projects and completed aircraft for possible export to Europe 
and has generously given his time and energy helping these international builders. He has even given European RVer's 
the opportunity to stay at his house while they obtain RV transition training despite the fact he has never personally met 
them. Martin can truly be called an international Tech Counselor.  

 In late 2004, Martin began what he says is his final solo RV project, an RV-7A, which was completed in 
early 2006. He installed a total glass cockpit and has accumulated over 90 hours on this truly beautiful airplane, N678CM. 
The quality of Martins work is phenomenal; his work can only be described as expert.  He completed this project while 
continually instructing and advising other Texas RV builders. Any visitor to Martin's home will soon notice the constant 
ringing of the phone, with another builder on the end of the line seeking advice.    
 As noted in the beginning paragraph, we feel that there can not be a more dedicated , competent, consummate 
EAA Technical Counselor. Martin's construction expertise, advice and counsel has been so valuable to not only Texas, 
but national, and international RV builders, that the officers and members of EAA Chapter 983 have asked that  Martin 
Sutter be considered a candidate for the prestigious Tony Bingelis Award.  

   
��

�  
First off, I’d like to say a big thank you to both Damon Berry and Dick Keyt for the January and February programs.  I have 
finally accomplished my goal of having our members participating more in the programs.  By doing so, we not only learn 
more about their projects and backgrounds but we also acquire tidbits of personal knowledge along the way.  Things like; 
Debbie Keyt would like to see a two place race plane in the cathedral. 
 
Another thank you to Jim Crain for exposing himself to be critiqued before doing his job as Fly-in co-coordinator. This is 
an important event for our chapter.  We are known for a great fly-in with a fun time and good food.  Let’s not let that slip by 
for lack of participation by our members.  Give Jim a call and volunteer or just call and tell him how much we appreciate 
the work.  Jim has an extensive background working with the Wings safety program in Ohio and will do an excellent job.  
Our flyers going out to each chapter will highlight certain FAR’s pertaining to fly-by’s.  We operate under an umbrella of 
safety re-enforced by each and every pilot’s knowledge of his aircraft, personal abilities, and FAR’s.  It is a system that 
has served us well and our safety record is a testament to that fact. Fly safe, stay high and don’t do any fly bys. 
 
At this point in time, I am in the scramble mode.  The March program was to be a thermal sensing device for general 
aviation.  It’s a heads up display or poor mans “FLIR” if you will.   Operative words here are “was to be”.  It seems the 
fellow to give the program left the company and failed to let us know.  Not that it was necessary but since then, I have 
learned the company is located in Pennsylvania.  I doubt that they will want to come all the way to Texas to show us their 
toy. 
We will adjust the schedule to bring in one of the other programs for the year or I can give another lesson on glue….NOT! 
Quip of the day: Real planes use only a single stick to fly.  This is why bulldozers & helicopters -- in that order -- need 
two." 
Till the next time, let's launch.  First one up takes the lead and we'll brief on guard. 
 
 
 
�



 

 

3 

3 

In 1925…The chief reason for America’s backwardness was not a lack of technical skill but attitude. To most 
Americans, the airplane was a toy that approached the status of romantic fiction. It was something to be 
enjoyed vicariously – in pulp magazines recounting the make – believe exploits of World War I fighter pilots.  
It was different in Europe, where the airplane was not a toy but a real instrument. On the war ravaged 
continent, its power had been seen and felt, not just read about. 
                                     - Robert J. Serling   The Only Way to Fly  

 
 
This note from Claudia Sutter:  
George was the first First Flight in 2006 and we finally got 
to give him his nice jacket! Since there were a few chapter 
members hanging around I took their picture just for your 
benefit! Probably many of the other members have never 
even heard of George Shemo since he was always flying 
(for Delta) on weekends and never got to meetings! Linda 
sure brought lots of cookies to fly-ins though! It was 
presented on Feb.6th this year. 

  

 
 

 
Chapter Meeting Minutes: 
President Roe Walker opened the meeting by welcoming the 58 attendees and new members Mark and Angela Lanier.  
Secretary/Treasurer Bob Satterwhite gave a brief review of Chapter finances and also praised Donna Christman on her 
production of the Christmas Party for 2006. It was as niceor nicer than any in the past yet ended up costing only $640 
from the Chapter treasury. The big difference this year was the substitution of a DJ for the live band. So far, nothing but 
compliments about the switch. Bob is still renewing memberships and like in the past many of us are procrastinators 
when it comes to sending in the new year’s renewal. I know it’s not about the $, it’s just one of those low priority things 
for a lot of us. Well, it costs Bob a lot of extra time and effort so let’s help him out and get it done soon. Thanks. 
There was a suggestion to donate the Chapter library, which hasn’t had a visitor in at least two years, to the new 
aviation program at Granbury High School. No opposition noted. 
Emerson White, teacher and director of the aforementioned program thanked the Chapter members for their support in 
many areas, in particular for the Young Eagles flights for the students. The school has provided him a large work area 
and he is actively looking for a project aircraft. 
Jim Crain, the Spring Fly-In Chairman, discussed several aspects of this year’s event. The last few months have seen 
additional scrutiny on airpark operations and resulted in several ideas being proposed, one of which was that a certain 
slot during the day being waivered for flying and display operations. The idea brought about a lively discussion. 
Jim still needs a couple of people to head up individual 
committees. In an effort to simplify the Fly-In, the kids 
bounce house and the clown will not be part of this year’s 
event.   
The program was given by myself and covered my Clip 
Wing T-Craft project. Several people mentioned that it was 
the best presentation they’d ever seen and that my 
command of the nuances of public speaking brought tears 
to their eyes. It must be true because I noticed several 
folks with their heads down and eyes closed during my 
talk. A couple of the ladies also noted that I looked 
particularly fetching in my Dickies work pants, Chapter 
shirt with the grease stain and shop shoes with overspray 
from six or seven different paint jobs.  

 
 
 

From the left; Bill Scanlon, George Shemo, Tom Lewis and 
Martin Sutter celebrate Georges new Jacket. 
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Tech Ops 

�
 
 
 
 Ed. note: Mark and his wife Angela are typical of new members coming into 
the Chapter. Their note points out what a great source of advice, information 
and camaraderie an EAA Chapter can provide. 
 
 
My wife, Angela & I were introduced to the chapter early in ’06 by Debbie 
Dewey.  We attended a couple of different chapter’s few meetings over the 
course of the year, eventually settling on Ch 983.  We like what you guys are 
doing! 
I’m a new pilot, receiving my license in August ’04.  I wanted to fly my whole 

life, but… long story… didn’t seriously pursue it until Jan ’04.  After flying for about a year my wife and I discussed options 
for ownership.  Again… long story… we eventually decided a homebuilt was the best option for us.  So, we took the 
plunge and started an RV-10 in March (technically January) of ’06.  We finished the empennage/tailcone in Jan ’07 and 
promptly started on the wings, which is what we’re currently working on. 
Martin Sutter was gracious enough to pay us a visit in Nov for our first Tech Counselor visit… Good man!  We’ve been 
picking his brain for a while now.  We’ve since picked up the pace and hope to finish the wings by this summer… we’ll see 
what happens! 
We’re keeping a log of our progress… www.lanier-rv10.com.   

 
 
 
 
 

Howdy, One and All. 
 

This note announces the creation of a new organization we're calling the Sport Air Racing League. 
You have been sent this note because, well, you are a race nut. Admit it. If you don't think you're a race nut, you are in 
denial - seek professional help.  
Once you get over that, check out: http://www.sportairrace.org and then if you think you'd like to play, fill out and submit 
the registration form. 
The 2007 Race Season will open in Taylor, Texas on the 19th of May. 
I hope to see many of you there! 
If you know someone whom you think would be interested in racing with us, please make them aware and forward the 
URL. 
Mike Thompson 
Chairman, S.A.R.L. 
Ed. note: Don Saint, Larry Henney and I played with this crowd this past fall and had a great time. It’s not hard on the 
airplanes, there’s a class for ALL types of A/C, it’s very safe and a great way to meet new people. Give it a try. 
 
 
 

The First Flight That Counts 
There is only one first flight that really counts and that’s the one that your 
long suffering bride gets to make when she’s finally taken somewhere for 
the $100 Burger after the time is flown off a new experimental. 
Here’s a shot of a happy couple heading for some BBQ at Graham. Dave 
and Donna Christman made this her first flight in their new RV 8.  
A hundred yard walk down a dirt road and through a gravel parking lot to a 
BBQ joint to repay Donna for years of work and sacrifice.  
That Dave, he’s a romantic big spender ain’t he?  
 
(picture by Claudia Sutter) 
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Notices to Airmen 

The Safety Note 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A while back a friend of mine was going to fly his homebuilt after bringing it to its new home at a nearby grass strip. He 
had flown it out of there before and this flight was to check out some minor changes he’d made to it. I was standing by 
while he loaded up and got ready to fly. He asked me to fly my plane and check him for leaks in-flight. I remember thinking 
that it sure would be nice to go along with him in that cool looking ship. 
His takeoff turned out to be a whisker from tragedy. Several small things conspired to rob performance during the takeoff 
roll and trees at the end of the runway provided the final challenge. 
First of all; the grass had grown a bit since he’d flown and his wheel pants were close tolerance where the grass height is 
concerned, second, it was in the Spring and it was a warm day so the density altitude was higher than previous flights. His 
engine/wing design combination sacrifices low speed for high speed performance and is particularly sensitive to density 
altitude fluctuations. 
We all watched with growing anxiety as his slow acceleration resulted in breaking ground a long ways down the runway 
and clearing the trees with just feet to spare. He is an experienced pilot and that is probably what got him through.  
To this day I still shudder when I think about how readily I would have climbed into that cockpit with him had he asked. 
After all, I knew he’d flown it in and out before with no problem. 
With Summer approaching it’s probably a good time to give some thought again to the effects of density altitude. It’s also 
wise to remind ourselves to approach each takeoff as a new event whether or not we’ve done it before. Just a moment to 
think:  “What could be different about this takeoff?”  
  

  
 
 
 

·  Vice President Chip Mull has regained his Class I medical and is scheduled to begin training to return and finish 
out his career with U S Air. Congratulations. Quite a testament to perseverance. 

·  There is a large Young Eagles event planned for Hondo on March 17th. They are in need of volunteers. If you can 
help, please contact our Young Eagles coordinator Karen Tucker. 

·  Here’s the tentative Monthly Meeting Program schedule for the next several months: March 10th, TBA; April 14th, 
Sid Tucker on de Havilland aircraft; May 19th, Spring Fly-In; June 9th, Meeting and RC flying at Jimmy Matlock’s 
ranch; July 14th, Superior Engines. Mark ‘em all down on your calendar. 

·  It’s simply amazing what will fly with a combination of horsepower and lack of good sense. Look up the Caproni 
Ca-60. 

·  A note from Larry Henney: The boys are again committing to cut a million acres of grass this summer. Would you 
believe they had 350 jobs last summer? It has been fun. I would again like to advertise in the newsletter for a 
couple of months this spring.  Ed. note: Check their ad out below. 

·  In a riff between France and Germany over which country will build the A-350 apparently Germany has conceded. 
Germany now says they will build tanks instead.  

·  In a riff between France and Germany over which country will build the A-350 apparently Germany has conceded. 
Germany now says they will build tanks instead.  
The Southwest Regional Fly-In, SWRFI, has a newsletter to keep anyone interested up on how the preparations 
are going. It’ also a source for those who would like to volunteer or plan your time when you’re there. Give it a 
look: http://www.swrfi.org/news/SWRFI_Newsletter_Feb2007.pdf 

·  From the EAA Headquarters: This past week the FAA supplied a one-two punch that could have a huge effect on 
the freedom of flying. First, it introduced its budget plan that included sharply higher fuel taxes on the airplanes we 
fly and the specter of additional user fees, which EAA and other general aviation groups will continue to fight.  

·  One way to fight the additional costs referred to in the previous bullet doesn’t require phone calls or letter writing, 
just something that you will enjoy anyway. JOIN. If you aren’t already a member, join the EAA and AOPA. If you 
are, then encourage a friend to join. In addition to the benefits of membership, both organizations are on the front 
lines of the battle against government bureaucracy looking to use us as a source of revenue as well as their 
sometimes idiotic rules proposals. 
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             Henney Boys Lawn Service:  Full Time or Vacation coverage for all your grass cutting needs.  All jobs include 
Mowing, Edging, Weed eating, and Blowing.  Competitive Pricing.  Call Nicholas or Daniel 817-573-4301 hm; 817-219-
2183 cell 

 Kolb Firestar 1 Ultralight, 75 mph on 3.5 gph. 135 hrs. NDH, $12,500 OBO, Jimmy Cash, 817 578-0311       
              WxWORX Bluetooth XM weather receiver $375. Garmin GPS 10 Bluetooth GPS antenna $125.  Charlie 
Adams 817-    573-9600 
              Hartzell C/S with spinner and governor. IO or O-360. Certified and current, 800 hrs.TT. $3500 Sam Tillman 817 
326-6293. saber@itexas.net.  
             48”  Work bench sheet metal brake $85. Contact Damon at famber@charter.net or 817 573-3444  
              Exxon Elite Aircraft Oil. I am now a distributor. It sells for $48.00 per 12 quart case. It has the best ratings for 
both wear protection and corrosion prevention. I am donating the profits from sales to the Dennis N. Polen educational 
foundation. Contact Dick Keyt 817-279-7590 flykeyts@charter.net  
             1944 PT-19. 1070TT, 325 SMOH, Electrical system, starter, Garmin GNC 300, GPS/COM. Mode C, Canopy for 
all weather flying, Ceconite 101 in 1991, All logbooks and support equipment. Flies like a Cub! $69K Tom 817 579-1850 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

March           10 Chapter Meeting Housemans Hangar, Pecan Plantation (0TX1) 
                     28-31 Aircraft Electronics Assn. Trade Sh. Reno, Nev. 
April             1-4 Aircraft Electronics Assn. Conv. Gaylord Texas, Dallas  
                      14 Chapter Meeting Housemans Hangar, Pecan Plantation (0TX1) 
                      17-23  Sun ‘n Fun Lakeland, Fla. 
May               19 Chapter 983 Spring Fly-In Pecan Plantation (0TX1) 
June              9 Chapter Meeting and RC Fly-In Jimmy Matlocks Ranch 
July               14 Chapter Meeting Housemans Hangar, Pecan Plantation (0TX1) 
                      23-29 Osh Kosh Whitman Field, (OSH) 

 
 

CHAPTER 983 OFFICERS and LEADERS 
 

 

President Roe Walker  prez@eaa983.org 817 578-3369 
Vice President Chip Mull vprez@eaa983.org 817 573-8828 
Secretary/Treasurer Bob Satterwhite secretary@eaa983.org 817 279-9610 
Tech Counselors Jerry Althouse tech2@eaa983.org 817 579-0737 
 Dick Keyt tech1@eaa983.org 817 279-7590 
 Ken Morgan tech4@eaa983.org 817 578-3646 
 Martin Sutter tech3@eaa983.org 817 279-1275 
Flight Advisor Don Saint flight1@eaa983.org 817 579-0941 
Website Bill Eslick webguy@eaa983.org 817 579-5593 
Newsletter Damon Berry news@eaa983.org 817 573-3444 
Young Eagles Karen Tucker yeagle@eaa983.org 817 579-5593 
Tools Gary Bricker tools@eaa983.org 817 279-7420 
Advertising Ed Brown ads@eaa983.org 817 573-7768 
Librarian/ Photos Marcia Walker prez@eaa983.org 817 578-3369 

Calendar of Events 

CLASSIFIEDS 


